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Gentlemen, — 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  to  you  my  Annual  Report  for  the 
year  1912. 

As  in  previous  years,  I have  incorporated  therein  portions  of 
earlier  reports  relating  to  the  general  conditions  of  the  Borough,  not 
for  the  use  of  your  Authority,  to  whom,  of  course,  the  facts  are  well 
known,  but  in  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board,  and  for  the  benefit  of  any  persons  living  elsewhere  who 
may  desire  to  obtain  information  as  to  the  advantages  of  Bedford  as  a 
place  of  residence,  or  for  other  purposes. 

NATURAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

The  Borough  of  Bedford  lies  on  the  River  Ouse,  which  runs  from 
west  to  east  through  the  town,  the  larger  portion  of  which  is  situated 
on  the  northern  bank.  From  the  river  the  ground  rises  very  gently 
towards  the  low  range  of  hills  which  form  the  northern  boundary  of 
the  valley,  and  at  this  point  are  closely  approached  by  the  river.  To 
the  south  of  the  river  extends  the  plain  of  the  valley.  In  times  of 
heavy  rain  the  Ouse  is  subject  to  floods,  which,  in  exceptional  cases, 
extend  to  some  portions  of  the  town  situated  close  to  the  river.  This 
inconvenience  has  been  greatly  lessened  by  the  construction  of  a new 
overflow  below  the  Old  Bridge.  The  normal  level  of  the  river  at  this 
point  is  82’6  feet  above  Ordnance  datum;  the  level  during  the  flood 
of  April  30th,  igo8,  was  87 '79  above  Ordnance  datum  The  higher 
part  of  the  town  attains  to  124  feet  above  O.D.  Geologically  speaking, 
the  town  is  built  over  gravel  near  the  river,  and  on  clay  in  its  upper 
portions.  The  clay  is  Oxford  Clay.  In  some  places  the  Kellaways 
sand  lies  beneath  the  surface  soil.  In  dry  seasons  inconvenience  is 
sometimes  caused  by  fissures  in  the  clay,  causing  damage  to  the 
foundations  of  houses. 

CHIEF  OCCUPATIONS  OF  THE  INHABITANTS. 

As  a county  town  with  a weekly  market,  in  the  centre  of  an 
agricultural  district,  Bedford  is  naturally  the  scene  of  many  varied 
occupations  connected  with  the  land,  but  it  may  be  broadly  classed  as 
a residential  town,  mainly  devoted  to  education.  This  is  due  to  the 
existence  of  the  Harper  Charity,  bequeathed  to  his  native  town  by  Sir 
William  Harper,  a Lord  Mayor  of  London  in  the  reign  of  Elizabeth. 
The  Harper  Estates,  chiefly  situated  in  Holborn,  were  in  1873  placed 
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under  the  care  of  Trustees,  and  the  revenues  are  now  mainly  devoted 
to  the  upkeep  of  the  various  Harper  Schools.  These  comprise  a 
Grammar  School  for  Boys,  numbering  800  ; a High  School  for  Girls, 
with  600  pupils ; a Modern  School  for  Boys  (500) ; and  a Modern 
School  for  Girls  (300). 

The  Harper  Elementary  Schools  for  Boys,  Girls,  and  Infants  are 
also  in  large  part  maintained  from  the  funds  of  the  Endowment. 

Till  the  year  1897,  the  whole  of  the  Elementary  education  was 
provided  by  the  Harper  Trust,  but  the  growth  of  the  town  necessitated 
the  forriiation  in  that  year  of  a School  Board,  now  superseded. 

The  great  expansion  of  the  town  in  the  last  thirty  years  is  in  the 
main  attributable  to  the  remodelling  of  the  Harper  Charity ; the 
throwing  open  of  the  Schools  having  attracted  large  numbers  of  new 
settlers,  who  came  for  the  sake  of  the  educational  advantages. 

Though  not  a manufacturing  town,  Bedford  yet  possesses  several 
factories  (two  or  three  being  of  considerable  size),  for  the  manufacture 
of  agricultural  implements,  of  electrical  engineering  plant,  cranes, 
artistic  woodwork,  etc.,  which  give  employment  to  upwards  of  1,500  to 
1,800  men.  The  fact  that  the  town  lies  on  the  main  line  of  the 
Midland  Railway,  and  is  also  served  by  a branch  of  the  London  and 
North-Western  Railway  system,  together  with  the  fact  that  suitable 
land  for  manufacturing  purposes  lies  close  to  these  lines,  makes  the 
town  a suitable  centre  for  the  establishment  of  engineering  and  other 
works,  which  need  not  interfere  with  the  amenities  of  the  residential 
quarter  at  its  opposite  extremity. 

During  the  past  year  a large  factory  for  the  manufacture  of 
chocolate  has  been  in  process  of  erection  for  the  well-known  firm  of 
Messrs.  Peek,  Frean  and  Co.  The  buildings  will  probably  be  ready 
for  opening  in  the  course  of  the  present  year,  and  will  give  employment 
to  some  hundreds  of  people 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 

The  Death  Rate  for  an  estimated  population  of  39,680  was  lO'/q 
per  1,000  persons  living. 

The  Registrar-General  has  (for  the  first  time)  supplied  a “ Correc- 
tion Factor”;  this  number  (1-0052)  multiplied  into  the  crude  rate, 
gives  a corrected  Death  Rate  of  lO’/Q  1,000. 

This  figure  may  be  considered  a very  satisfactory  one,  for  it  shows 
that  when  allowance  has  been  made  for  the  peculiar  character  of  the 
population  (“  Sex  and  Age  Constitution”),  the  death  rate  is  essentially 
a low. one,  and  this  in  turn  is  an  indication  of  a sound  sanitary 
condition. 

The  Birth  Rate  was  17-90;  the  rise,  as  compared  with  the 
preceding  few  years,  is  chiefly  due  to  the  fact  that  tl.e  rates  for  these 
years  were  calculated  upon  an  assumed  population  greater  than  the 
actual.  This  defect  depends  upon  the  lack  of  reliable  data  in  the 
later  years  of  an  inter-censal  period.  As  the  Birth  Rate  is  such  a 
vitally  important  item  of  National  Statistics,  this  fact  alone  constitutes 
a strong  argument  for  a five-yearly  census. 


I 
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TABLE  SHEWING  THE  NUMBER  OF  DEATHS  OF  RESIDENTS  AND 
NON-RESIDENTS  REGISTERED  MONTHLY. 


Month. 

Males. 

Females. 

Totals. 

January  . . 

16 

23 

39 

February 

28 

32 

60 

March 

22 

2 2 

4+ 

April 

26 

J9 

45 

May 

2+ 

22 

46 

June 

1 6 

IS 

3: 

July  . . 

25 

8 

33 

August  . . 

I I 

13 

24 

September 

I I 

17 

28 

October.  . 

20 

1 6 

38 

November 

18 

17 

35 

December 

2 I 

20 

41 

TABLE  SHEWING  THE  NUMBER  OF  BIRTHS  DURING  EACH  MONTH 
OF  THE  YEAR  1912  AS  RETURNED  BY  THE  LOCAL  REGISTRAR. 


Month. 

M.\LE. 

FEMALE. 

Total. 

Legitimate. 

Illegitimate. 

Legitimate. 

Illegitimate. 

January  . . 

22 

4 

28 

2 

56 

February 

1 6 

2 

2 1 

I 

40 

INIarch  . . 

35 

3 

30 

2 

70 

April 

34 

3 

23 

0 

60 

I\Iay 

23 

2 

25 

0 

50 

June 

28 

I 

26 

0 

55 

July  . . 

38 

3 

24 

5 

70 

August  . . 

28 

I 

31 

I 

6 1 

September . . 

29 

3 

23 

I 

56 

October.  . 

35 

2 

38 

3 

78 

November 

30 

2 

29 

I 

62 

December 

24 

2 

1 

30 

2 

58 

The  Collector  of  Rates,  Mr.  C.  E.  Craddock,  has  kindly  supplied 
me  with  the  following  estimate  of  the  number  of  houses  and  population 
of  the  town : — 

Borough  of  Bedford. 

{Estimate  of  Population  on  June  30,  igi2.) 


Estimated  No.  of  Houses  in  Borough,  30th  June,  1911  ...  ...  9312 

Estimated  No.  of  Houses  built  during  the  year  ending  30th 

June,  1912  94 

Estimated  No.  of  Houses,  30th  June,  1912  ...  ...  ...  940O 

No.  of  Empty  Houses,  estimated  from  Rate  Books,  and  checked 

by  Police  Returns  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  330 

Estimated  No.  of  Occupied  Houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  907O 

Average  Occupiers  per  liouse  (Census,  1911)  ...  ...  ...  4: 

Estimated  Population,  30th  June,  1912  ...  ...  ...  ...  35934 
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During  the  preceding  decennial  period  the  average  number  of 
occupiers  per  house  was  4f  ; the  difference  between  this  figure  and 
that  of  the  current  period  is  9/40.  Many  causes,  no  doubt,  contribute 
to  produce  this  result,  among  the  most  important  being  the  immigra- 
tion of  young  married  couples  of  the  working  class  with  only  one  or 
two  children,  a lessened  employment  of  domestic  servants,  and  the 
gradually  falling  birth  rate. 


POOR  LAW  RELIEF. 

Mr.  W.  Payne,  Clerk  to  the  Board  of  Guardians,  kindly  informs 
me,  in  reply  to  enquiry,  that  the  outdoor  relief  in  the  Borough  Parishes 
for  the  year  ended  Michaelmas,  1912,  was  ^,2,621.  To  this  must  be 
added  the  cost  of  the  indoor  inmates  of  the  Workhouse  who  belong 
to  Bedford. 


HOSPITAL. 

The  number  of  patients  treated  during  the  year  1912  at  the  Bedford 
County  Hospital  was  as  follows  : — 

In-patients,  773. 

Out-patients  (new),  3854. 

Casualties  (new),  1184. 


HOUSE  ACCOMMODATION. 

The  house  accommodation  is  determined  naturally — at  least  for 
the  new  portion — by  the  circumstances  of  the  town.  The  greater  part 
of  the  houses  in  the  borough  have  been  built  within  the  last  thirty  or 
forty  years,  as  is  shown  by  the  accompanying  map,  in  which  the 
central  area — coloured  blue — represents  the  extent  of  the  town  about 
the  year  1870. 

The  houses  in  the  older  part  of  the  town  vary  in  character, 
according  to  the  date  of  building,  and  many  possess  gardens  of  con- 
siderable size.  Even  in  the  case  of  cottage  property  there  is,  as  a 
rule,  a sufficiency  of  open  space  about  the  houses  ; on  the  other  hand, 
some  of  the  business  premises  in  the  main  streets  are  unduly  cramped 
for  room. 

In  the  newer  parts  of  the  town  the  streets  are  straight  and  wide, 
and  many  of  them  have  been  planted  with  trees,  which  add  greatly  to 
their  appearance.  The  more  highly-rated  houses  are  mainly  of  the 
villa,  or  semi-detached  villa  type.  They  are  well-planned  and  modern 
in  character.  Besides  these,  there  are  a great  many  streets  consisting 
of  houses  suitable  for  families  of  moderate  means.  They  generally 
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consist  of  a ground  floor  and  upper  storey,  and  have  no  basements. 
Except  in  the  central  part  of  the  town  there  are  no  houses  with 
basements. 

The  accommodation  for  the  working  classes  is  good  ; the  houses 
contain,  as  a rule,  a front  parlour,  a “ living  room  ” furnished  with  a 
kitchen  range,  a wash-house,  and  outside  offlces ; and  upstairs,  two,  or 
generally  three,  bedrooms.  Passages  run  at  intervals  between  the 
houses  to  give  access  to  the  backyards  ; the  space  beihnd  the  houses  is 
wide,  and  the  drains  are  so  laid  that  they  run  to  the  back,  and  are 
taken  out  to  the  street  beneath  the  side  passages.  In  all  streets  built 
within  the  last  13  years  inspection  chambers  have  been  systematically 
introduced  at  all  points  where  a change  in  the  direction  of  the  drains 
occurs.  In  the  newer  streets  there  is  an  increasing  tendency  to  provide 
the  better  houses  of  this  class  with  bathrooms.  On  the  whole,  the 
premises  are  kept  by  the  tenants  in  a very  satisfactory  state  as  regards 
cleanliness-  The  practice  of  keeping  fowls  in  the  backyards  is  dis- 
couraged by  the  Sanitary  Authority,  as  far  as  possible.  All  plans  for 
new  buildings  are  supervised  by  the  Surveyor,  and  submitted  for  ap- 
proval to  the  Streets  and  Buildings  Committee  before  finally  receiving 
the  sanction  of  the  Council.  Strict  watch  is  kept  over  the  laying  of  all 
new  drains  by  a special  officer  of  the  Surveyor’s  department. 


It  is  in  suitable  housing  accommodation  for  the  labouring  and 
poorest  classes  that  the  town  is  deficient  During  the  past  few  years 
several  houses  inhabited  by  persons  of  this  class  have  been  demolished, 
thereby  still  further  decreasing  the  accommodation. 


It  is  not  easy  to  see  what  can  be  done  with  a view  to  supplying 
this  deficiency.  The  class  in  question  cannot  afford  to  pay  rents  ex- 
ceeding 3/-  per  week  ; some  pay  only  2/3  or  2/6.  Putting  aside  the 
cost  of  the  ground  it  may  be  reckoned  that  the  cheapest  cottages  that 
could  be  erected  would  cost  at  least  ;£^I50;  interest  on  this  at  5 per 
cent,  would  amount  to  ;£'7/io/-;  the  total  rent  at  2/6  per  week  would 
be  ;^6/io/-.  Should  the  town  erect  houses  of  this  class  there  would  be, 
undoubtedly,  a loss,  which  would  have  to  be  met  out  of  the  rates. 
Considering  the  heavy  expense  which  the  town  is  incurring  in  connec- 
tion with  the  new  Sewage  Scheme,  it  is  impossible  to  think  of  recom- 
mending any  reconstruction  scheme  at  present.  Most  of  the  really 
structurally  bad  houses  have  now  been  got  rid  of,  and  instead  of  demo- 
lition it  will  be  better  to  go  in  for  reparation  wherever  possible.  This 
is  in  accordance  with  the  policy  recommended  by  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board,  who  urge  that  the  power  given  in  this  section  for  securing 
that  houses  within  the  rental  limits  are  put  by  the  landlord  into  habit- 
able repair,  should  be  exercised,  rather  than  the  powers  in  Section  17 
and  18  in  regard  to  the  closing  and  demolition  of  houses  which  become 
unfit  for  human  habitation.  They  remark  that  closing  involves  removal 
of  tenants,  and  demolition  results  in  a decreased  amount  of 
accommodation. 


HOUSING  AND  TOWN  PLANNING  ACT,  1909. 

Systematic  inspection  has  been  continued  by  Mr.  Merrie  through- 
out the  year,  in  accordance  with  the  Housing  (Inspection  of  District) 
Regulations  of  September  2nd,  igio- 

The  records  are  kept  in  books  specially  printed  and  tabulated  to 
afford  full  information  in  accordance  with  Article  III.  as  to: — 

I.  The  situation  of  the  dwelling  house  and  its  name  and  numbers  ; 
date  of  inspection,  previous  inspection,  etc.,  and  the  state  of  the  house 
m regard  to  the  matters  specified  in  Article  II.,  viz. : — 

(1)  The  arrangements  for  preventing  the  contamination  of 
the  water  supply. 

(2)  Closet  accommodation. 

(3)  Drainage- 

(4)  The  condition  of  the  dwelling  house  in  regard  to  light, 
the  free  circulation  of  air,  dampness,  and  cleanliness. 

(5)  The  paving,  drainage,  and  sanitary  condition  of  any  yard 
or  outhouse  belonging  to  or  occupied  with  the  dwelling  house. 

(6)  The  arrangements  for  the  deposit  of  refuse  and  ashes. 

(7)  The  existence  of  any  room  which  would,  in  pursuance  of 
Sub-section  (7)  of  Section  1 7 of  the  Act  of  i gog,  be  a dwelling 
house,  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation. 

(8)  Any  defects  in  other  matters  which  may  tend  to  render 
the  dwelling  house  dangerous  or  injurious  to  the  health  of  an 
inhabitant. 

As  I have  pointed  out  in  previous  Reports  there  are  no  “ slum 
distriets  ” in  Bedford,  but  only  comparatively  small  groups  of  old  and 
insanitary  houses.  These  have  been,  and  are,  occupied  by  the  poorest 
elasses,  and  their  demolition  has  not  been  accompanied  by  the  erection 
of  other  houses  to  be  let  at  similar  rents.  There  is,  in  fact,  ample 
provision  of  good  houses  for  the  artizan  class,  but  a dearth  of  suitable 
accommodation  for  the  labouring  class. 


Number  of  Houses  Closed  or  Demolished  during  1912. 


Locality. 

No.  Closed. 

No.  Demolished. 

No.  of  Inmates. 

Weekly  Rent. 

Gravel  Lane 

4 

4 

18 

2,4 

Wellington  Street  . . 

I 

• • 

8 

4/8 

Priory  Street 

3 

3 

6 

2/-.  2/3,  & 2/9 

Cardington  Road.  . . . 

I 

5 

5/3 

Tavistock  Street  .... 

1 0 

10 

3* 

2 '10 

'Totals 

19 

n 

69 

The  demolition  of  the  lO  houses  in  Tavistock  Place  was  com- 
menced under  an  order  in  igio,  but  not  finally  completed  till  1912, 
owing  to  the  delay  caused  by  a lawsuit  as  to  the  ownership. 

No.  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  under  and  for  the  purposes  of 

Sect.  17  of  the  Act  of  1909  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  o 

No.  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  under  and  for  the  purposes  of 

Sect.  15  of  the  Act  of  1909  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  247 

No.  of  dwelling  houses  which,  on  inspection,  were  considered  to 
be  in  a state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be 
unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  o 

Note.— In  nine  instances  the  houses  were  closed 
voluntarily  by  the  owners,  under  Sect.  15.  Sub-Sect.  4. 

No.  of  representations  made  to  the  Local  Authority,  with  a view 

to  the  making  of  closing  orders  ...  ...  ...  ...  O 

No.  of  closing  orders  made  (voluntarily)  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

No.  of  dwelling  houses,  the  defects  in  which  were  remedied 

without  the  making  of  a closing  order  ...  ...  ...  238 

No.  of  repairs  still  in  progress  under  Sect.  15  ...  ...  ...  2 

No.  of  repairs  still  in  progress  under  Sect.  17  ...  ...  ...  2 

No.  of  repairs  still  in  progress  under  Sect.  18  ...  ...  ...  3 

No.  of  dwelling  houses  which,  after  making  of  closing  orders, 
were  put  into  a fit  state  of  human  habitation,  and  the  order 
determined  by  the  Local  Authority  ...  ...  ...  ...  i 

No.  of  houses  demolished  during  the  year  under  previous  orders  17 
No.  in  progress  of  being  demolished  ...  ...  ...  ...  i 


GENERAL  CHARACTER  OF  THE  DEFECTS  FOUND  TO  EXIST. 

Of  the  9 houses  closed,  7 were  demolished  during  the  year;  of 
these  4,  situated  in  Gravel  Lane,  were  removed  to  make  room  for  a 
printing  works  ; otherwise  they  would  have  been  capable  of  being 
put  into  habitable  repair;  i in  Wellington  Street  was  put  into  a fit 
state  of  repair,  and  the  closing  order  was  determined ; 3 small  back- 
to-back  tenements  in  Priory  Street,  consisting  each  of  2 rooms  only, 
have  been  replaced  by  a single  cottage  of  adequate  accommodation. 
The  house  in  Cardington  Road  was  very  old  and  too  dilapidated  for 
remunerative  repair,  and  is  to  be  demolished  voluntarily. 

In  the  case  of  the  238  houses  repaired  during  the  year  1912  under 
the  provisions  of  Section  1 5 of  the  Housing  and  Town  Planning  Act, 
1909,  the  chief  defects  found  were  damp  walls,  due  to  want  of  damp 
courses  and  ventilating  apertures,  and  to  defective  spouting  and  roofs  ; 
uneven  and  ill-paved  yards  ; absence  of  separate  or  adequate  water 
supply  ; defective  drainage  ; excessive  uncleanliness  ; want  of  proper 
storage  cupboards  for  food  ; defective  fire  places ; windows  not  made 
to  open  ; broken  floors,  etc. 


SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  DISTRICT,  PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1875. 


I have,  from  time  to  time,  made  systematic  “ house-to-house  ” 
inspections,  with  the  Inspector. 

700  premises  were  inspected,  and  23  houses  were  certified  for 
internal  cleansing. 

16  houses  were  found  overcrowded.  (For  details  of  other  defects, 
see  " Sanitary  work  carried  out,”  Column  i.  Sanitary  Inspector’s 
Report.) 


SANITARY  WORK  CARRIED  OUT. 


Details  of  work  of  inspection  carried  out  under  the  Housing  and 
Town  Planning  Act  of  igog: — 


Drains. 


Housing 
and  Town 
Planning 
Act. 


No.  found  blocked  and  cleared  ...  ...  ...  ...  i 

No-  flushed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  i 

No.  defective  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  47 

No.  wholly  relaid  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  28 

No.  removed  from  inside  houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  o 

No.  of  intercepting  traps  fixed  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

No.  of  intercepting  traps  repaired 

No.  of  inspection  chambers  and  manholes 

built  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  20 

No.  of  new  covers  to  manholes  ... 

No.  of  manholes  repaired  ... 

No.  of  fresh  air  inlets  fixed  ...  ...  ...  ...  i 

No.  of  soil  and  vent  pipes  repaired  ...  ...  ...  9 

No.  of  soil  pipes  removed  from  inside 
houses 

No.  of  new  gullies  provided  to  sinks  ...  ...  ...  132 

No.  of  insanitary  traps  abolished  ...  ...  ...  o 

No.  of  stable  drains  repaired  ...  ..  ...  ...  i 

No.  of  rain  water  tanks  cleaned  out 

No.  of  yards  paved  ...  ...  ...  ...  .••  176 

No.  of  yard  pavings  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 

No.  of  right  of  ways  gravelled  ...  ...  ...  ...  23 

No.  of  stable  floors  relaid  ...  ...  ...  ...  i 

No-  of  vent  pipes  fixed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

No.  of  rain  water  pipes  disconnected 
No.  of  stoppers  to  intercepting  traps  fixed 


Houses. 

No.  of  rooms  cleansed  ...  ...  . •.•  866 

No.  of  inside  walls  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  422 

No.  of  verminous  rooms  fumigated  ..  ...  ...  85 

No.  of  damp  walls  remedied  ..  ...  ...  117 

No.  of  house  floors  relaid  or  repaired  ..  ...  ...  374 
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No.  of  window  frames  repaired  and  made 

to  open  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  484 

No.  of  bedrooms  ventilated  ...  ...  ..  ...  409 

No.  of  firegrates  and  fireplaces  repaired...  ...  ...  154 

No.  of  doors  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  80 

No.  of  new  doors  fixed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ..  2 

No.  of  cupboard  doors  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

No.  of  staircase  treads  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  65 

No.  of  coppers  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  66 

No.  of  outside  walls  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  53 

No.  of  roofs  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  132 

No.  of  spoutings  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  79 

No.  of  chimney  heads  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  78 

No.  of  water  service  pipes  repaired  ...  ...  ...  o 

No.  supplied  with  a separate  service  ...  ...  ...  13 1 

No.  of  sinks  fixed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  104 

No.  of  new  waste  pipes  fixed  ...  ...  ...  ...  150 

No.  of  sink  and  bath  waste  pipes  trapped.  ...  ...  o 

No.  of  pantries  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  63 

No.  of  pantries  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  no 

No.  of  splash  boards  fixed  to  doors  ...  ...  ...  10 

No.  of  sinks  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

No.  of  outside  passages  limewashed  ...  ...  ...  9 

No.  of  division  walls  and  fences  repaired.  ...  ...  5 

No.  of  gates  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

No.  of  ashbins  provided 

W.C.’S. 

No.  of  defective  ones  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

No.  of  w.c.’s  built  and  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  57 

No.  of  new  pedestal  pans  fixed  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

No.  of  hopper  pans  fixed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  lo 

No-  of  earth  closets  converted  to  water 

closets  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

No.  of  middens  converted  to  earth  closets 
No.  of  cesspools  abolished  and  drained  to 
sewer 

No.  of  seats  and  doors  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  56 

No.  provided  with  light  and  ventilation  ...  ...  ...  122 

No.  of  cisterns  repaired  or  fixed  ...  ...  ...  ...  73 

No.  of  floors  relaid  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  63 

No.  of  walls  cleansed  and  limewashed  ...  ...  ...  173 

No.  of  roofs  and  spoutings  repaired  ...  ...  ...  125 

No.  of  filthy  pans  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

No.  of  pan  closets  removed 

Outhouses. 

No.  rebuilt  or  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  63 

No.  demolished  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  i 

No.  of  walls  limewashed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  174 
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No.  of  floors  relaid  or  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  75 

No.  of  roofs  and  spouting  repaired  '...  ...  ...  132 

No.  of  doors  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 

Manure  and  other  offensive  matter  removed  ...  ...  i 

Manure  pits  rebuilt  or  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  o 

Animals  and  fowls  improperly  kept  ...  ...  ...  o 


SANITARY  DUST  BINS. 

Under  the  Town  Planning  Act  the  provision  of  sanitary  dust  bins 
has  been  proceeded  with  vigorously ; over  248  notices  have  been 
issued  to  owners  to  provide  same,  and  in  the  majority  of  instances 
have  been  complied  with.  This  is  a great  improvement,  as  proper 
covered  receptacles  have  replaced  a miscellaneous  and  insanitary 
collection  of  boxes,  old  baths,  etc. 

PAVING  OF  YARDS. 

The  paving  of  backyards  has  been  steadily  proceeded  with,  194 
notices  to  pave  having  been  sent  out,  of  which  only  four  are  still  out- 
standing. The  improvement  is  very  marked,  and  in  most  instances 
greatly  appreciated  by  the  occupiers. 

CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION. 

The  town  is  essentially  a water-closet  town  ; the  number  of 
houses  in  the  Borough,  in  the  middle  of  1912  was,  as  nearly  as  can  be 
ascertained,  9,406,  and  of  these  less  than  20  are  provided  with  closets 
other  than  water  closets. 

The  Inspector  reports  that  at  the  end  of  1912  there  were  in  use 
4 pail  closets,  16  earth  closets,  6 cesspools,  2 middens,  and  i septic 
tank.  These  are  all  attached  to  houses  situated  in  open  ground  on 
the  outskirts  of  the  borough.  The  two  middens  are  situated  on  the 
property  of  one  of  the  railways. 

Several  ventilating  shafts  to  the  sewers  in  the  outer  parts  of  the 
town  were  erected  during  the  year. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  Water  Supply  of  Bedford  is  derived  from  the  Oolite  rock. 
The  Waterworks  are  situated  at  the  extreme  N.W.  boundary  of  the 
Borough,  between  the  Clapham  Road  and  the  Ouse.  The  Works  com- 
prise the  Old  Pumping  Station  and  the  Old  and  Branch  Headings  ; 
the  New  Pumping  Station  and  “No.  2 Well,”  which  are  situated  about 
125  yards  due  south  of  the  Old  Pumping  Station;  and  the  Filtering 
Beds  and  Reservoirs,  which  are  situated  on  the  top  of  the  hill  on  the 
opposite  side  of  the  Clapham  Road.  The  lift  is  about  180  feet.  The 
filtering  apparatus  at  the  top  of  the  hill  comprises  a battery  of  8 
“ pressure  filters,”  two  circular  “ sprinkler  filters,”  and  the  three  original 
rectangular  filters  ; a Storage  Reservoir  and  a Service  Reservoir.  The 
new  works  on  the  hill,  sanctioned  by  the  Local  Government  Board, 
were  opened  in  December,  1912,  by  the  Inayor  and  the  Chairman  of 


the  Waterworks  Committee.  They  comprise  a new  Service  Reservoir, 
built  of  concrete,  and  having  a capacity  of  about  540,000  gallons  ; and 
two  Sprinkler  Filters  of  93  ft.  diameter-  These  have  each  six 
revolving  sprinkling  arms,  pierced  with  holes  for  the  distribution  of 
the  water  over  the  beds,  which  are  suspended  from  a central  pillar 
carried  on  a floating  drum.  Connected  with  these  filters  are  two 
automatic  syphons,  arranged  to  periodically  set  the  arms  in  motion 
and  to  bring  them  to  rest.  The  filtering  material  consists  of  sand 
supported  on  gravel.  The  total  quantity  of  water  pumped  to  the 
Reservoirs  during  the  week  averaged  from  7,000,000  to  8,000,000 
gallons. 

The  quality  of  the  water  supplied  has  been  very  satisfactory  ; 
full  particulars  are  given  at  the  end  of  this  Report.  The  supply  is 
constant. 

The  Borough  Surveyor  (j\lr.  N.  Greenshields)  has  kindly  supplied 
the  subjoined  tables  of  the  Rainfall  during  the  year. 


1911.  Rainfall.  1912. 


Month. 

Total 

Depth. 

Greatest  Fall  in 

24  hours. 

Number  of 
Days  with 
*01  or 

unrecorded 

Total 

Depth. 

Greatest  fall  in 

24  hours. 

Number  of 
Days  with 
•or  or 

unrecorded 

Inches. 

Inches. 

Date. 

Inches. 

Inches. 

Date. 

Jan. 

079 

0'2  I 

1 2 

23 

2-72 

o'4i 

23 

18 

Feb. 

o'8o 

o'z6 

19 

18 

i‘3' 

c^ 

b 

24 

13 

jNIak. 

r64 

0-37 

'3 

16 

2'0 

o'64 

5 

20 

April 

o’9o 

0-23 

29 

2 2 

O'  1 2 

o'o8 

1 0 

2 

]May 

ro+ 

0-32 

14  & 15 

24 

179 

0-56 

4 

1 1 

June 

272 

0-83 

24 

20 

2-56 

075 

8 

22 

July 

o'55 

O'  1 8 

24 

25 

2-35 

0-48 

3 

20 

Aug. 

1-03 

o’45 

2 1 

26 

6'49 

087 

27 

26 

Sept. 

1 ’09 

040 

2 1 

25 

i']7 

0-66 

30 

7 

Oct. 

I ’45 

0'26 

25 

17 

2-36 

o'39 

27 

9 

Nov. 

2'40 

o'so 

1 2 

1 0 

I '26 

0'2  I 

5 

0 

Dec. 

3'4i 

0-38 

2 1 

5 

2-50 

070 

29 

n 

Total 

i7'52 

— 

— 

231 

26-63 

— 

— 

180 

SEWAGE, 

In  my  last  report,  I gave  particulars  of  the  events  leading  up  to 
the  adoption  of  a New  Main  Drainage  and  Sewage  Disposal  Scheme 
for  the  Borough.  Since  the  date  of  that  report  the  sanction  of  the 
Local  Government  Board  has  been  obtained,  and  the  Council 
immediately  proceeded  with  the  letting  of  the  Contracts  in  connection 
with  the  various  works.  On  June  28th,  1912,  the  Mayor  (Mr.  W. 
Roff)  cut  the  first  sod  at  the  commencement  of  the  Mam  Sewer  near 
the  Refuse  Destructor,  and  since  then  the  work  of  constructing  the 
sewers  has  proceeded  steadily. 
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work  of  constructing  steel  and  timber  bridges 
^ River  Ouse  at  Cardington,  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  the 
39  rising  main  from  the  Pumping  Station  to  the  New  Sewage  Disposal 
Works  at  Summerhouse  Hill,  and  also  for  a cartroad,  was  commenced. 
Notwithstanding  severe  floods,  extending  over  a long  period,  the 
bridges  were  completed  in  April,  1913,  and  opened  on  the  i6th  by  His 
Worship  the  Mayor  (Air.  Councillor  H.  Browning). 


In  December,  1912,  the  contract  for  the  Sewage  Disposal  Works 
was  let,  and  the  contractors  are  now  engaged  on  the  work. 


I am  glad  also  to  report  that  the  work  of  constructing  the  sewers 
in  the  London  and  Elstow  Road  districts  (part  of  the  scheme)  has 
been  completed,  and  in  July,  1912,  it  was  possible  to  deal  with  a 
considerable  quantity  of  sewage  from  the  London  Road  district  by 
the  aid  of  the  ejector  plant  installed  for  that  purpose.  The  drainage 
from  the  Hospital  has_  also  been  connected  to  the  new  sewer,  and  is 
being  similarly  dealt  with.  The  main  sewer  has  also  been  extended 
along  the  Elstow  Road  to  the  Borough  boundary,  so  that  the  district 
on  either  side  of  this  road  is  now  provided  with  ample  means  for 
drainage.  This  is  most  satisfactory  in  view  of  the  possible  develop- 
ment of  building  operations  in  this  locality. 


The  surface  water  drainage  of  this  and  the  London  Road  district 
is  also  being  provided  for,  and  an  application  is  now  before  the  Local 
Go\"ernment  Board  for  their  sanction  to  carry  out  the  work. 


REFUSE  DESTRUCTOR. 

The  Refuse  Destructor  is  situated  a little  way  beyond  the  Eastern 
boundary  of  the  Borough,  in  Barker’s  Lane  (see  Alap).  The  plant 
consists  of  four  “ cells,”  and  two  Babcock  and  Wilcox  boilers.  Space 
has  been  left  in  the  building  for  the  erection  of  two  extra  “ cells.” 
The  refuse  is  fed  into  the  cells  from  the  top  from  trucks  travelling  on 
rails.  On  arrival  at  the  Works,  the  contents  of  the  carts  are  weighed 
in  the  carts  at  the  weigh-bridge,  taken  to  the  hoist-tower,  and  there 
tipped  into  hoppers,  which  are  raised  by  two  steam  winches,  working 
on  either  side  of  the  tower.  The  contents  of  the  hoppers,  after 
hoisting,  are  discharged  into  the  trucks  running  on  rails  already 
mentioned,  and  from  them  tipped  into  the  cells.  The  cells  are  of  the 
kind  known  as  the  Alanlove  and  Alliott  type.  The  gases  from  the  cells 
discharge  into  a main  flue,  and  find  their  way  up  the  chimney  shaft, 
which  is  180  feet  high.  At  the  foot  of  the  shaft  is  a “ dust  arrester,” 
which  prevents  the  fine  dust  from  being  carried  up  the  chimney  and 
distributed  over  the  neighbourhood.  There  is  a water-softening  plant 
in  connection  with  the  boilers.  A separate  cottage  is  provided  at  the 
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entrance  of  the  W'orks  for  the  Manager,  and  in  the  main  building  are 
the  necessary  offices,  besides  a mess-room  and  a bath-room  for  the 
workmen.  The  Works  are  lit  by  electricity  from  the  Corporation 
Mains.  The  average  weight  of  refuse  burnt  per  week  is  about  200 
tons.  The  cost  for  labour  of  dealing  with  this  refuse  was  about  1/3 
per  ton.  Among  the  miscellaneous  matters  disposed  of  was  a con- 
siderable number  of  animal  carcases,  chiefly  of  dogs,  cats,  and  pigs. 
The  refuse  burned  included  trade  refuse  brought  to  the  destructor  by 
tradesmen’s  carts  ; but  the  Authority  does  not  undertake  the  collection 
of  trade  refuse.  No  complaint  has  been  received  as  to  any  nuisances 
arising  from  the  working  of  the  destructor. 


It  is  to  be  hoped  that  now  the  town  possesses  a destructor  it  will 
be  possible  to  make  arrangements  for  the  more  frequent  removal  of 
house  refuse.  At  present  this  is  done  twice  a week  in  some  streets 
and  once  a week  in  others.  In  hot  weather,  at  any  rate,  there  should 
be  more  frequent  removal,  especially  in  the  poorer  districts. 


^ nnua!  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  year  1912  for  the  Borough 
of  Bedford  on  the  administration  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  A of,  1901, 
in  connection  with 


FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS,  LAUNDRIES, 
WORKPLACES  AND  HOMEWORK. 

I.— INSPECTION. 

Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors  or  Inspectors  of  Nuisances. 


Number  of 

PREMISES. 

Inspections. 

Written  Notices. 

Prosecutions. 

Factories 

(Including  Factory  Laundries). 

32 

I 

.... 

Workshops 

(Including  Workshop  Laundries.) 

270 

1 i 

.... 

Workplaces 

(Other  than  Outworkers’  premises  in- 
cluded in  Part  3 of  this  Report. 

36 

5 

.... 

Total 

338 

n 

.... 

2.— DEFECTS  FOUND. 


Number  of  Defects 

PARTICULARS. 

Found. 

Remedied. 

Referred  to 
H.M. 
Inspector. 

Nuisances  under  the  Public  Health  Acts : 

Want  of  cleanliness  . . 

>4 

H 

Want  of  ventilation  . . 

Overcrowding 

Want  of  drainage  of  floors 
Other  nuisances 

I 

I 

Sanitary  accommodation ; — 

Insufficient  

Unsuitable  or  defective 

I 

I 

Not  separate  for  sexes  . . 

I 

1 

Offences  under  the  Factory  and  Work- 
shop Act : — 

Illegal  occupation  of  under- 
ground bakehouse  (s.  i o i ) 

Breach  of  special  sanitary 
requirements  for  bake- 
houses (ss  97  to  too)  .. 

Other  offences 

(Excluding  offences  relating  to 
outwork  which  are  included  in 
Part  3 of  this  report.) 

Total 

'7 

n 

Number  of 
Prosecutions. 
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REGISTERED  WORKSHOPS.  5.— OTHER  MATTERS. 
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MEAT  INSPECTION,  DISEASES  IN  MEAT,  AND  CONDITION  OF 
SLAUGHTER  HOUSES. 


The  inspection  of  Meat,  and  of  Slaughter  Houses,  is  in  the  hands 
of  Mr.  E.  T.  Fell,  who  holds  the  Special  Certificate  for  Meat  Inspection 
of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute.  The  Inspector,  who  is  provided  by 
the  Authority  with  a bicycle,  in  order  to  facilitate  his  work,  paid  2,762 
visits  to  slaughter  houses  during  the  year.  As  far  as  possible  he  makes 
a point  of  being  present  at  the  time  of  slaughtering,  but  owing  to  the 
large  number  (29),  and  scattered  positions  of  the  various  premises,  this 
is  not  always  possible. 

Owing  to  the  very  heavy  and  unavoidable  expense  imposed  upon 
the  town  by  the  expensive  sewerage  operations  now  in  progress,  it 
has  been  found  impossible  to  proceed  with  the  scheme  for  a Public 
Abattoir  at  present.  I earnestly  trust  that  at  the  earliest  practicable 
opportunity  this  necessary  improvement  will  be  taken  up,  and  carried 
through.  I have  in  previous  reports  emphatically  expressed  my  con- 
viction that  the  system  of  private  slaughter  houses  is,  and  must  be, 
unsatisfactory,  both  on  ethical  and  on  hygienic  grounds.  The  matter 
is  one  that  calls  for  legislation,  which  should  compel  the  use  of  public, 
and  the  total  disuse  of  private  slaughter  houses  in  all  towns  of  any 
considerable  size. 

Meanwhile,  there  is  one  reform  which  I advocated  in  my  last  report, 
and  which  I again  urgently  suggest : it  is  that  sanction  should  be 
sought  for  a Bye-Law  making  compulsory  the  rendering  insensible 
every  animal  before  it  is  killed.  At  present  only  the  “ beasts  ” are 
stunned. 


The  following  is  a summary  of  the  work  of  the  Inspector : — 
No.  of  visits  to  Slaughter  Houses 
No.  of  Carcases  inspected — Beasts 

,,  ,,  „ Sheep  ...  ...  ...  ... 

» » ,,  Pigs  

Total  No.  of  Carcases  inspected  ... 


2762 

921 

1864 

1070 

3855 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  cases,  from  Slaughter 
Houses  and  Meat  Shops,  in  which  carcases,  or  portions  thereof^  were 
condemned : — 


Description.  Reason  for  Seizure.  Weight. 

lbs. 

I part  of  Carcase  (Bovine)  Injury  during  life  98 

1 part  of  Carcase  (Bovine)  Localized  Tuberculosis  109 

2 Carcases  (Bovine)  Generalized  Tuberculosis  ...  637 

I Carcase  (Bovine)  Moribund  460 

1 Carcase  (Bovine)  Fevered  380 

2 Carcases  (Sheep)  Unlit  for  food  132 

1 Carcase  (Pig)  Tuberculosis  184 

2 Carcases  (Pig)  Unfit  for  food  415 

1 Carcase  (Pig)  Moribund  33^ 

2 Livers  (Pig)  Abscess  13 

Total  Weight  of  IMeat  seized  ...  ...  ...  ...  2766 


In  addition,  2 cases  of  wet  fish,  weighing  2 cwts.,  were  voluntarily 
surrendered  ; also  4 tins  (48  lbs.)  of  Norwegian  prawns  were  also 
surrendered,  as  well  as  8 cases  of  condensed  milk. 

In  all  cases  the  unsound  food  was  destroyed  at  the  Destructor. 

PTOMAINE  POISONING.  (?) 

On  January  21st,  1912,  a sudden  outbreak  of  illness  occurred  at 
the  Bedford  County  Hospital  amongst  the  patients  and  members  of 
the  Resident  Medical  and  Nursing  Staff.  In  all  ii  persons  were 
affected  with  symptoms  (diarrhoea,  vomiting,  pains,  etc.),  pointing  to 
food  poisoning.  Suspicion  was  directed  to  the  beef  which  had  been 
served  for  dinner  that  day,  and  on  the  following  day  all  that  remained 
of  this,  together  with  the  gravy  and  the  stockpot  contents,  were  for- 
warded, as  also  a portion  of  uncooked'  beef  from  the  same  carcase,  to 
the  Lister  Institute.  The  report,  dated  January  27th,  stated  that 
there  was  “ no  evidence  in  the  samples  of  the  presence  of  pathogenic 
organisms  of  the  food-poisoning  group.”  All  the  cooking  arrange- 
ments proved  on  inspection  to  be  thoroughly  clean  and  satisfactory. 

Fortunately,  the  cases  were  mild,  and  no  untoward  results  fol- 
lowed. The  meat  was  imported  frozen  meat.  It  appeared  on  enquiry 
that  this  particular  sample,  when  cooked  and  served,  had  appeared  not 
up  to  the  usual  standard. 

On  enquiry,  no  cases  of  sickness  could  be  heard  of  among  other 
customers  of  the  same  dealers,  who  had  been  supplied  with  meat  from 
the  same  carcase.  All  the  cases  occurred  among  those  who  had 
partaken  of  the  meat  or  gravy. 

MILK  SUPPLY:  DAIRIES,  COWSHEDS,  AND  MILKSHOPS. 

Strictly  speaking,  there  are  no  Dairies  in  the  town,  all  the  milk 
being  supplied  from  cows  on  farms  in  the  surrounding  district.  There 
are  two  cow  sheds  on  farms  comprised  within  the  borough  limits,  but 
these  are  only  used  for  housing  the  cattle  at  night  during  the  winter. 
The  Milkshops,  on  the  whole,  are  well  conducted,  and  are  many  of 
them  of  attractive  appearance,  and  up  to  the  most  recent  standards. 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS. 

136  samples  of  various  articles  were  taken  for  analysis,  of  which 
16  were  returned  as  adulterated.  (See  Tables  in  Sanitary  Inspector’s 
Report.) 

There  were  nine  milk  prosecutions  during  the  year,  against  six 
dealers : a conviction  was  recorded  in  six  cases,  the  dealer  in  one 
instance  going  to  prison  for  a month  in  default  of  payment. 

A prosecution  for  alleged  adulteration  of  a sample  of  lard  resulted 
in  an  acquittal,  there  being  a direct  conflict  of  evidence  between  the 
analysts. 

The  Food  Inspector  takes,  from  time  to  time,  samples  “on 
delivery”  at  the  various  dealers'  before  the  milk  is  handled  by  them  ; 
all  such  samples  taken  during  the  year  were  certified  by  the  Analyst 
as  genuine. 
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The  Public  Health  (Milk  and  Cream)  Regulations,  1st  August, 
1912,  are  now  in  force.  The  circular  of  the  Local  Government 
Board,  which  accompanies  the  regulations,  states  that; — 

“ The  regulations  are  designed  to  secure  that  no  preserva- 
tive shall  be  added  to  milk  or  to  cream  containing  less  than  35 
per  cent,  by  weight  of  milk  fat,  at  any  stage,  from  the  place  of 
production  to  that  of  delivery  to  the  purchaser.  In  the  case  of 
cream  containing  over  35  per  cent,  of  milk  fat,  the  addition  of 
boric  acid,  borax,  or  a mixture  of  these  preservative  substances, 
or  of  hydrogen  peroxide,  is  not  prohibited  by  the  regulations, 
but  is  subject  to  a system  of  declaration  which  is  required  to  be 
followed  by  all  persons  dealing  with  such  cream  for  the  purpose 
of  sale  for  human  consumption.  By  this  system,  it  is  intended 
that  preserved  cream,  as  an  article  of  commerce,  shall  in  all 
stages  be  differentiated  from  cream  to  which  no  preservative 
has  been  added.  The  regulations  also  prohibit  the  addition  of 
any  thickening  substance  to  cream  or  preserved  cream.” 


BAKEHOUSES,  ETC. 

There  are  59  Bakehouses  on  the  Register,  none  of  which  are 
underground.  Though  some  of  the  premises  are  small  and  old- 
fashioned,  they  are  clean  and  well-conducted. 

There  are  no  establishments  in  the  town  in  which  foods  are  pre- 
pared on  a large  scale. 

OFFENSIVE  TRADES. 

It  is  desirable  and  necessary  that  the  Authority  should  frame  Bye- 
Laws  for  the  regulation  of  Offensive  Trades. 

The  general  adoptive  Acts  in  force  in  the  Borough  are : — 

Baths  and  Wash-houses  Act,  1846. 

Public  Libraries  Act. 

Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Act : Part  II.  adopted. 

Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907.  Sections  15-27 
inclusive  ; 

Sections  29-33  inclusive ; comprised  in  Part  II- 
Sections  34-47  and  49  and  57  in  Part  III. 

Sections  52-60 ; 62-66  in  Part  IV. 

Part  V. ; Part  VI. ; and  Part  X. 


COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES. 

The  Common  Lodging  Houses  on  the  Register  number  5.  They 
have  all  been  well  conducted,  and  no  complaints  have  arisen  during 
the  year. 

A new  Common  Lodging  House  was  opened  in  Tavistock  Place. 
This  is  not  on  licensed  premises,  and  meets  a great  want.  Full  details 
of  the  accommodation  at  these  houses  is  given  in  the  Sanitary 
Inspector’s  Report. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

During  the  year  253  notifications  of  infectious  diseases,  exclusive  of 
Tuberculosis,  were  received,  viz.  : — 


Diseases. 

1911. 

1912. 

No.  of 
Cases. 

No.  of 
Houses 
Infected. 

No.  of 
Cases. 

No.  of 
Houses 
Infected. 

Scarlet  Fever  

107 

86 

13s 

100 

Diphtheria 

106 

80 

94 

72 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

0 

0 

3 

3 

Enteric  Fever 

I 

I 

0 

0 

Erj'sipelas  

30 

23 

20 

16 

Puerperal  Fever 

4 

4 

I 

I 

Totals 

2j\  8 

IQ4 

253 

192 

In  all  cases  of  infectious  disease,  after  removal  or  recovery  of  the 
patient,  disinfection  of  the  rooms  and  bedding  is  done  free  of  cost  by 
means  of  Formalin  and  steam  ; in  some  cases  the  walls  are  sprayed 
with  a disinfectant.  In  all  fatal  cases  of  Phthisis,  immediate  notice  of 
death  is  given  by  the  Registrar,  and  disinfection  of  the  room  occupied 
by  the  patient  is  always  offered,  and  generally  accepted. 


Patients  are  removed  to  the  Hospitals  in  horsed  ambulances,  of 
which  there  are  two.  When  a permanent  administrative  block  is 
erected,  stabling  should  be  provided  at  the  Hospital,  so  that  the  ambu- 
lance could  be  sent  from  the  Hospital  with  a Nurse.  The  Hospitals 
are  in  telephonic  communication  with  the  Medical  Officer  of  the 
Hospital,  Dr.  Rowland  H.  Coombs ; with  the  Inspector,  and  with  my- 
self. In  cases  of  Diphtheria  the  patient,  if  possible,  receives  an  injec- 
tion of  Anti-toxin  before  removal.  This,  in  suitable  cases,  is  supplied 
gratuitously  by  the  Authority,  and  a supply  is  always  kept  at  the 
Police  Station  for  night  emergencies.  Provision  is  made  for  Scarlet 
Fever,  Diphtheria,  and  Small  Pox  in  the  Borough  Isolation  Hospitals. 


The  Isolation  Hospitals  are  situated  within  the  Borough  boundary, 
between  the  London  and  Elstow  Roads.  The  area  of  17  acres,  on 
which  they  are  built,  purchased  from  the  St.  John’s  Plold  Trustees, 
was  increased  by  the  purchase  during  the  year  1911  of  two  portions 
of  land  abutting  on  the  Flospital  grounds,  and  measuring  5 acres 
3 roods.  The  acquisition  of  this  extra  land  was  necessary  in  order  to 
prevent  new  houses  being  built  close  up  to  the  Hospital. 


The  buildings  are  of  iron,  and  comprise  a main  block  for  Scarlet 
Fever,  containing  the  kitchen  and  other  administrative  rooms.  There 
are  two  main  wards  with  12  beds  each,  and  2 small  wards  of  2 beds 
each.  The  adjoining  block  for  convalescent  patients  contains  two 
wards,  with  10  beds  in  each.  The  Diphtheria  block  has  two  wards 
of  12  beds  each.  The  convalescent  block  for  Diphtheria  contains 
two  wards  of  10  beds  each.  There  is  a detached  brick  laundry;  also 
another  building  containing  rooms  for  the  caretaker,  a coach-house, 
mortuary,  disinfecting  chamber,  etc. 

There  is  a separate  building  for  Small  Pox,  at  a distance  from, 
and  independent  of  the  other  hospitals.  This  is  fully  furnished,  and 
ready  for  opening  at  an  hour’s  notice. 

TABLE  SHOWING  THE  NUMBER  OF  CASES  OF 

ACUTE  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  NOTIFIED  DURING 
EACH  MONTH  OF  THE  YEAR  1912. 


Scarlet 

Fever. 

Diph- 

theria. 

Enteric. 

Puer- 

peral 

Fever. 

Ery- 

sipelas. 

Acute 

Polio- 

myelitis. 

Total. 

January  . . 

8 

I I 

3 

« • 

22 

February  . . 

10 

>3 

. . 

• • 

23 

March 

6 

8 

2 

16 

April 

4 

I 

I 

4 

• , 

10 

May 

8 

I 

2 

1 1 

June 

10 

4 

3 

. , 

17 

July 

3 

5 

2 

. . 

10 

August 

5 

4 

I 

• . 

10 

September 

1 0 

9 

• . 

3 

22 

October  . , 

1 1 

17 

I 

29 

November 

38 

14 

2 

54 

December 

22 

7 

29 

13s 

94 

. . 

I 

20 

3 

253 

During  the  year  1912  a complete  system  of  water  supply  and 
drainage  was  installed  at  the  Hospital,  which  was  brought  into  use 
at  the  beginning  of  this  year  (1913).  The  need  of  a proper  permanent 
^Administration  Block  for  the  accommodation  of  the  Nursing  Staff, 
and  all  purposes  connected  with  the  service  of  the  wards,  has  made 
itself  increasingly  evident  during  the  past  year.  This  matter  needs 
the  very  serious  consideration  of  your  Authority. 

The  Zymotic  Death  Rate,  due  to  deaths  from  any  of  the  following 
diseases — Small  Pox,  Measles,  Scarlet  Fever,  Diphtheria,  Whooping 
Cough,  Enteric  Fever,  Diarrhoea,  and  Puerperal  F'ever — was  0'87  per 
1,000  living,  of  the  Census  population  (of  1911),  3Q,i85- 
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The  greater  part  of  this  rate  was  due  to  the  deaths  from  Measles 
and  Whooping  Cough. 

There  was  no  case  of  Enteric  Fever  during  the  year.  The 
number  of  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  and  Diphtheria  was  considerably 
larger  than  usual.  Every  effort  was  made  to  trace  the  origin  of  the 
illness  in  each  case.  This  it  is  often  impossible  to  find ; the 
importance  of  personal  contact  is  shown  by  the  cases  in  the  subjoined 
list.  Scarlet  Fever,  especially,  is  no  doubt  spread  by  mild,  unrecog- 
nized cases,  which  are  supposed  to  be  merely  “colds”  or  “measles,” 
and  for  which  no  medical  advice  is  sought. 

There  was  no  epidemic  Diarrhoea  during  the  year  ; this  was  doubt- 
less due  to  the  cold  weather  prevailing  in  the  months  of  July,  August, 
and  September. 

Under  the  direction  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  the  Borough 
Nurse  paid  71  visits  to  enquire  and  advise  as  to  the  feeding  of  infants 
during  the  year. 

The  following  brief  analysis  of  cases  may  be  of  interest  in  this 
connection. 


Scarlet  Fever. 

Case  No.  2.  Patient’s  sister  returned  home  from  Isolation  Hospital 
two  weeks  ago. 

„ No.  5.  Mother  had  three  children  in  Isolation  Hospital. 

„ No.  7.  Patient  in  same  class  at  Sunday  School  as  two  dis- 

charged patients  from  Isolation  Hospital. 

„ No.  8.  Patient  arrived  in  England  from  Russia. 

,,  No.  10.  Patient  visited  relations  in  the  country  where  a case 

had  occurred. 

„ No.  16.  Several  cases  have  occurred  in  the  same  Private  School. 

„ No.  30.  Travels  daily  to  Fondon. 

„ No.  39.  Patient  in  the  same  class  at  School  as  No.  29. 

„ No.  40.  The  servant  at  this  house  visited  her  home  in  the 

country,  where  a case  of  Scarlet  Fever  had  occurred. 

„ No.  49.  In  the  same  class  at  school  as  No.  46. 

„ No.  50.  Relations  visited  patient  No.  49. 

„ No.  51.  Patient  in  the  same  Private  School  as  No.  16. 

„ No.  59.  Patient’s  brother.  No.  29,  returned  home  from  Isolation 

Hospital. 

„ Nos.  65,  66,  67.  Patients  came  to  Bedford  from  Cambridge, 
and  next  day  were  certified. 

„ No.  68.  Patient  has  been  away  travelling,  came  home,  and  was 
noticed  to  be  peeling. 

„ Nos.  75,  76,  80.  Three  cases  in  one  house.  Patients  visited 
No.  34,  who  had  returned  home  from  the  Isolation 
Hospital. 
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Case  Nos.  78,  79.  Two  cases  in  the  same  house. 

„ Nos.  loi,  102,  103,  1 15.  These  patients  came  on  a visit  to 
Bedford  from  the  country,  and  shortly  afterwards  were 
certified. 

,,  Nos.  no,  1 13.  In  the  same  class  at  school. 

„ No.  1 16.  In  the  same  class  at  school  as  Nos.  no,  113. 

„ No.  118.  In  the  same  class  at  school  as  Nos.  no,  113,  116. 

,,  No.  122.  In  the  same  class  at  school  as  No.  121. 

„ Nos.  125,  126.  Members  of  the  same  family,  disease  discovered 
on  peeling. 

„ No.  127.  In  the  same  class  at  school  as  Nos.  no,  113,  116,  n8. 

,,  Nos.  131,  134,  135.  Same  class  at  school  as  Nos.  no,  113,  116, 
n8- 

135.  (Note. — Rooms  in  this  school  were  disinfected.) 

„ Nos.  148,  149.  Members  of  the  same  family. 

„ Nos.  154,  155,  156,  157,  159,  160.  In  the  same  School  Boarding 
House. 

„ No.  162.  Brother  to  No.  152. 

„ No.  165.  In  contact  with  No.  116,  who  was  discharged  from  the 
Isolation  Hospital. 

„ No.  167.  Has  been  in  contact  with  Nos.  154,  155,  156,  157,  159, 
160. 

„ Nos.  170,  1 7 1,  172.  In  another  School  Boarding  House. 

„ No.  173.  In  contact  with  patient  at  School  Boarding  Houses. 

„ No.  175.  Same  School  Boarding  House  as  Nos.  154  to  160. 

„ No.  178.  Same  School  Boarding  House  as  Nos.  170,  171,  172. 

„ No.  185.  Same  School  Boarding  House  as  Nos.  170,  171,  172,  178. 

,,  No.  186.  Disease  discovered  on  peeling. 

„ No.  189.  Same  School  Boarding  House  as  Nos.  170,  171,  172,  178, 
185. 

„ No.  201.  Same  class  at  school  as  Nos.  154  to  160. 

„ No.  204.  Same  School  Boarding  House  as  Nos.  170,  17 1,  172,  178, 
185,  189. 

„ No.  209.  Been  in  contact  with  195. 

„ Nos.  197,  198,  199.  Members  of  the  same  family 

„ No.  210.  Disease  discovered  on  peeling. 

„ Nos.  21 1,  212,  213.  Members  of  the  same  family. 

„ Nos.  214,  215.  Sisters  of  No.  190. 

„ No.  218.  In  the  same  class  at  school  as  No.  166. 

„ No.  225.  In  the  same  class  at  school  as  Nos.  214,  215. 

„ Nos.  228,  229.  Members  of  the  same  family  as  No.  220. 

Diphtheria. 

Case  No.  i.  Patient  in  General  Hospital  for  three  months. 

„ No.  4.  Patient  visited  Northampton,  and  came  home  not  feeling 
well. 

„ No.  6.  Patient  nurse  at  Isolation  Hospital. 

„ No.  19.  In  contact  at  school  with  No.  18. 

„ Nos.  21,  22,  23,  24,  25.  Five  cases  in  one  house.  The  disease 
not  discovered  until  the  death  of  a child. 
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Case  No.  28.  Complains  of  smell  from  street  sewers. 

„ No.  31.  Brother  of  No.  28. 

„ No.  33.  In  the  same  class  at  school  as  Nos.  207,  208  of  last  year. 

„ No.  42.  Had  brother  returned  home  from  Isolation  Hospital. 

„ No.  43.  School  mistress,  several  cases  of  sore  throats  in  the  class 
at  school. 

„ No.  47.  Cadet  from  Training  Ship,  sent  home  on  account  of  out- 
break of  Measles  on  the  ship. 

„ No.  48.  District  visitor  amongst  the  lower  class. 

„ No.  52.  Case  occurred  next  door.  No.  45. 

,,  No.  43.  Returned  home  from  Isolation  Hospital  a month  ago. 

„ No.  54.  Patient  has  been  playing  with  No.  13,  who  had  recently 
recovered  after  home  treatment. 

„ No.  56.  Had  a brother  returned  home  from  Isolation  Hospital  a 
month  ago. 

„ No.  57.  In  the  same  class  at  school  as  No.  21,  who  had  returned 
from  Isolation  Hospital. 

„ No.  86.  Patient  went  into  the  country  on  a visit,  and  five  days 
after  returned  home,  and  was  certified. 

„ No.  gi.  Visited  friends  in  a street  where  several  cases  had 
occurred. 

„ No.  gg.  Patient  came  on  a visit  from  Brighton  not  feeling  well, 
and  two  days  after  was  certified. 

„ No.  100.  Mother  of  patient  No.  g6. 

„ No.  108.  Had  three  days  before  been  in  contact  with  a person  at 

Leeds,  who  had  since  been  certified  as  suffering  from 
Diphtheria. 

„ Nos.  lOg,  III,  1 12,  1 14,  iig.  Members  of  the  same  family. 

„ No.  128.  Patient,  mother  of  Nos.  123,  124. 

„ No.  130.  Nurse  at  Isolation  Hospital. 

„ Nos.  133,  137,  138.  Members  of  the  same  family. 

„ No.  I3g.  Two  cases  occurred  in  the  next  street  opposite  to  this 
house. 

„ No.  146.  Same  class  at  school  as  Nos.  133,  137,  138. 

„ No.  150.  Same  class  at  school  as  Nos.  133,  137,  138,  146. 

,,  No.  161.  Nurse  at  Isolation  Hospital. 

„ No.  164.  In  contact  with  No.  163. 

„ No.  168.  In  contact  with  Nos.  163,  164. 

„ No.  174.  In  the  same  class  at  school  as  Nos.  164,  168. 

„ Nos.  ig2,  ig3,  ig6.  Members  of  the  same  family,  discovered  on 
the  death  of  another  child. 

„ Nos.  I go,  205,  206.  Hospital  return  cases  from  No.  1^3. 

„ No.  232.  In  contact  with  No.  147,  after  return  from  Isolation 
Plospital. 
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List  of  Milk  Dealers  (represented  by  numbers)  supplying  milk  to  houses 
where  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  occurred  in  \qi2. 


Houses  Supplied. 

Houses  Supplied. 

Dealers. 

Totals. 

Dealers. 

Totals. 

Scarlet 

Diphtheria. 

Scarlet 

Diphtheria. 

Fever. 

Fever. 

Brought 

forward 

7' 

53 

12+ 

I 

5 

5 

10 

24 

I 

I 

2 

2 

4 

I 

5 

25 

0 

2 

2 

3 

2 

I 

3 

26 

I 

2 

3 

4 

5 

4 

9 

27 

I 

0 

1 

5 

3 

I 

4 

28 

I 

I 

2 

6 

2 

I 

3 

29 

2 

0 

2 

7 

5 

I 

6 

30 

1 

0 

I 

8 

9 

4 

13 

3' 

I 

0 

I 

9 

0 

I 

I 

32 

0 

1 

I 

10 

I 

2 

3 

33 

3 

0 

3 

1 1 

3 

1 1 

J4 

34 

2 

3 

5 

1 2 

I 

4 

5 

35 

I 

I 

2 

13 

2 

0 

8 

36 

I 

t 

2 

14 

2 

I 

3 

37 

I 

0 

I 

>5 

3 

3 

6 

38 

I 

0 

I 

16 

2 

0 

2 

39 

1 

I 

2 

I 7 

4 

0 

4 

40 

I 

0 

I 

18 

2 

I 

3 

41 

0 

I 

I 

19 

I 

0 

I 

42 

I 

0 

I 

20 

5 

2 

7 

2 I 

3 

I 

4 

various 

8 

4 

1 2 

22 

2 

I 

3 

condensed 

I 

I 

2 

23 

5 

2 

7 

7« 

53 

1 24. 

100 

72 

172 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

By  a Local  Government  Board  Order,  dated  November  15th,  191 1, 
compulsory  notification  was  extended  to  all  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuber- 
culosis (“Consumption  of  the  Lungs”),  from  the  1st  of  January,  igi2, 
and  it  was  ordered  that  a Register  should  be  kept  by  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  of  all  notifications,  but  that  this  was  “ not  to  be  open  to  inspec- 
tion by  any  person  other  than  a person  specially  authorized  by  resolu- 
tion of  the  Council,  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  Administra- 
tive County  within  which  the  area  is  situate,  any  School  Medical 
Inspector  acting  within  the  area,  or  an  officer  of  the  Local  Government 
Board,  or  of  the  Board  of  Education.” 

By  a further  Order,  dated  December  iQlh,  1912,  to  take  effect  on 
February  1st,  1913,  all  previous  Regulations  and  Orders  as  to  the 
Notification  of  Tuberculosis  were  revoked,  and  fresh  regulations  issued, 
by  which  all  forms  of  Tuberculosis,  affecting  any  organ  of  the  body  as 
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well  as  the  lungs,  are  to  be  notified  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
with  certain  specified  exceptions  affecting  the  Naval  and  Military 
Services,  the  Prison  Service,  etc.  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  to 
keep  a Register  of  all  such  cases,  which  shall  “ not  be  open  to 
inspection  by  any  person  other  than  a person  specially  authorised  by 
resolution  of  the  Local  Authority,  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for 
the  Administrative  County  within  which  the  District  is  situate,  a 
School  Medical  Inspector  for  any  area  within  which  the  District  is 
situate,  or  an  officer  of  any  Government  Department  authorised  in 
that  respect  by  that  Department.”  Every  notification  is  to  be  regarded 
as  confidential  by  all  having  access  thereto. 

PHTHISIS. 

Regulations  of  1908  and  1911  (March),  and  of  igii  (November). 

Note. — Cases  previously  notified  and  re-notified  are  not  included 


in  the  following  figures. 

Tuberculosis  Regulations,  igo8. 

No.  of  Patients  notified  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

No.  of  Notifications  by  District  Medical  Officers  ...  ...  3 

No.  of  Notifications  by  Medical  Officers  of  Poor  Law 

Institutions  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

No.  of  Notices  of  Changes  of  Address  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

No.  of  Cases  of  Phthisis  admitted  and  treated,  at  Workhouse 

Infirmary  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Ditto,  treated  at  home  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

No.  of  Deaths  at  Workhouse  Infirmary  (Residents)  ...  ...  3 

Ditto  (Non-Residents)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  i 

Tuberculosis  Regulations,  igii  (Hospitals). 

No.  of  Cases  notified  by  Medical  Officers  of  Hospitals  and 

Sanatoria  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Ditto,  of  Bedford  Provident  Dispensary  ...  ...  ...  13 

Tuberculosis  Regulations,  1911  (Private  Patients). 

No.  of  Cases  notified  by  Private  Practitioners  ...  ...  ...  39 

Total  No.  of  Cases  notified  ...  ...  67 


Table  of  Cases  of  Phthisis  classified  by  Sex  and  Age. 


Under  i. 

I and 
under  5- 

5 and 
under  15. 

15  and 
under  25. 

25  and 
under  45. 

45  and 
under  65. 

65  and 
upwards. 

M.  1 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

PAr\r  T.aw 

I 

3 

3 

3 

Hospitals  and  Provi- 

dent  Dispensary.  . 

2 

2 

2 

6 

2 

3 

• • 

I 

• 

Priv.ate  Cases 

I 

I 

5 

•7 

9 

5 

I 

Totals 

4 

3 

7 

26 

‘4 

1 1 

I 

1 

3' 


TUBERCULOSIS  AND  PHTHISIS. 

There  is  no  hospital  provision  for  Phthisis  in  the  Borough.  Cases 
of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  are  no  longer  admitted  to  the  County 
Hospital ; surgical  affections  arising  from  Tuberculosis  being,  however, 
still  treated  there.  No  provision  for  Sanatoria,  etc.,  has  as  yet  been 
made  by  the  County  Council,  with  whom  this  duty  rests. 

The  cases  notified  under  the  Tuberculosis  Regulations  during  the 
year  have  been  for  the  most  part  visited  by  the  Borough  Nurse,  under 
the  directions  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  and  enquiries  made ; 
when  required,  “ pocket  flasks  ” and  disinfectants  have  been  supplied 
free  of  charge. 

LABORATORY. 

The  usual  weekly  bacteriological  examination  of  the  water  was 
carried  on  throughout  the  year,  all  the  culture  media  used  being  made 
in  the  Laboratory.  250  samples  were  examined.  These  were  taken 
from  the  Rising  Main,  from  the  two  Sprinkler  Filters  (Nos.  6 and  7), 
the  Old  Rectangular  Filters,  and  from  the  (old)  Service  Reservoir. 
The  results  are  given  in  tabular  form  at  the  end  of  this  Report.  As 
in  previous  years  the  results  of  the  Sprinkler  Filtres  are  somewhat 
better  than  those  of  the  “ Rectangular  ” filters,  and  these  than  those  of 
the  Service  Reservoir.  In  the  case  of  the  Reservoir  the  samples  have 
to  be  taken  by  dipping  under  the  surface,  and  this  probably  affects  the 
results;  in  the  New  Service  Reservoir  lately  opened  a special  tap  has 
been  provided  for  drawing  off  samples  for  analysis. 

23  specimens  of  sputum  were  examined  for  the  presence  of  the 
Tubercle  Bacillus,  the  result  being  positive  in  5 instances. 

During  the  year  “swabs”  taken  from  13 1 persons  were  examined. 
These  amounted  to  226  “ swabs  ” from  the  throat,  and  28  from  the 
nasal  passages.  In  24  cases  sub-cultures  for  further  investigation  were 
made.  Of  the  13 1 persons  from  whom  specimens  were  obtained,  85 
were  patients  at  the  Isolation  Hospital,  the  remaining  46  from  persons 
not  admitted  thereto. 

Two  tests  for  Widal’s  reaction  for  the  bacillus  of  Enteric  Fever 
were  made,  one  giving  a positive  result.  The  latter  came  from  a case 
which  occurred  outside  the  Borough. 

The  carcase  of  one  beast  killed  in  the  town  was  also  examined 
for  the  presence  of  the  Anthrax  Bacillus,  with  a negative  result. 

In  conclusion,  I desire  to  express  my  thanks  to  the  Town  Clerk 
and  the  Borough  Surveyor,  and  to  my  colleagues  in  the  Health 
Department,  Messrs.  Merrie,  Fell,  and  Haynes,  for  their  kind  assistance 
and  support  during  the  past  year- 
I remain.  Gentlemen, 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 

F.  B WILLMER  PHILLIPS, 

M.A.,  M.D.  (Oxon) ; D.P.H.  (Camb.) ; B.Sc.  (Lond.). 

May  Zih,  1913. 
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BEDFORD  URBAN  SANITARY  AUTHORITY. 

TABLE  I.  VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  AVHOLE  DISTRICT 

During  1912  and  Previous  Years. 


Births. 

Total  Deaths 

Nett  Deaths  belonging 

TO  THE  District. 

popula- 

tion 

estimated 
to  Middle 
of  each 
Year, 

Registered  in 

Deaths  of 

Deaths  of 

Year. 

Un- 

corrected 

Number. 

Nett. 

THE  District. 

Non- 
residents 
register'd 
in  the 
District. 

Residents 

not 

register’d 
in  the 
District. 

Under  i year  of  age 

At  all 

ages. 

Number 

Rate. 

Number. 

Rate. 

Num  ber 

Rate  per 
1000 
Nett 
Births 

Number. 

1 " 

Rate. 

I 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

1 1 

12 

1907 

40,486 

718 

. . 

U'73 

513 

12-6 

42 

6 

84 

1 1 6-9 

477 

11-78' 

1908 

4L4H 

702 

• • 

16-95 

448 

10-82 

41 

4 

68 

96-8 

411 

9-92 

J909 

42,362 

717 

1 6-92 

459 

10-84 

44 

14 

60 

837 

429 

10-13 

1910 

43.333 

7IS 

• • 

16-50 

416 

9-60 

48 

8 

54 

75’5 

376 

8-68 

1911 

44.325 

706 

708 

i5'96 

498 

11-23 

35 

22 

91 

128-5 

485 

10-94 

1912 

39,680 

716 

712 

17-90 

462 

1 1-64 

57 

2 1 

60 

84-27 

426 

10-74 

Note. — This  Table  is  arranged  to  show  the  gross  births  and  deaths  in  the  district,  and  the; 
births  and  deaths  properly  belonging  to  it  with  the  corresponding  rates.  For  years  before  1911 
some  of  the  corrected  rates  are  not  available,  The  rates  are  calculated  per  1000  of  the  estimated 
gross  population. 

In  Column  6 are  included  the  whole  of  the  deaths  registered  during  the  year  as  having 
actually  occurred  within  the  district. 

In  Column  12  is  entered  the  number  in  Column  6,  corrected  by  subtraction  of  the  number  in 
Column  8 and  by  addition  of  the  number  in  Column  9.  Deaths  in  Column  10  are  similarly 
corrected  by  subtraction  of  the  deaths  under  i,  included  in  the  number  given  in  Column  8,  and  by 
addition  of  the  deaths  under  i included  in  the  number  given  in  Column  9. 

Area  of  District  in  acres  (land  and  inland  water)  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  2,200. 

Total  population  at  all  ages  . . . . 39,185 

Number  of  inhabited  houses. . ..  8,893  At  Census  of  191 1. 

Average  number  of  persons  per  house  4*4 1 
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TABLE  II. 


BEDFORD  URBAN  SANITARY  AUTHORITY. 


CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  NOTIFIED  DURING  THE  YEAR  1912. 


Number  of 

Cases  Notified 

Notifiable 

Disease. 

At  all 
Ages. 

Under  i. 

I to  5. 

5 to  15- 

15  to  25. 

25  to  45. 

45  to  65. 

65  and 
up- 
wards. 

Total 
cases  re- 
moved to 
Hospital. 

Small-pox 

Diphtheria 

(including  Mem- 
branous croup) 

94 

2 

19 

53 

10 

9 

1 

• • 

83 

Erysipelas 

20 

1 

4 

9 

3 

3 

Scarlet  fever 

135 

24 

77 

25 

7 

2 

104 

Typhus  fever 

• • 

Enteric  fever 

. • 

• • 

Relapsing  fever  , , 

• • 

Cerebro-spinal 

Meningitis 

Puerperal  fever  . . 

1 

1 

Poliomyelitis 

3 

2 

1 

•• 

• • 

Pulmonaiy 

Tuberculosis 

07 

4 

10 

40 

12 

1 

Totals 

320 

2 

45 

136 

49 

66 

18 

4 

187 

Borough  Isolation  Hospital,  Elstow  Road,  near  Bedford. 

Total  Available  Beds  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ,,  .,  ..96 

Number  ol  Diseases  that  can  be  concurrently  treated  . . . . . . . . 3 
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BEDFORD  URBAN  SANITARY  DISTRICT. 

TABLK  HI.  CAUSES  OF,  AND  AGES  AT,  DEATH 

During  Year  igi2. 


Deaths  at  the 

SUliJOlNED  AGE.S 

OF  “ Residents  ” 

TotalDeaths  t 
whether  of 

■WHETHER  OCCURRING  IN 

OR  BEVOND 

THE  District. 

“ Residents” 

Causes  of  Death. 

All 

Un- 

I 

2 

5 

15 

25 

45 

fi5 

or  “ non- 
Residenis  ” 

cler 

and 

and 

and 

and 

and 

and 

and 

in  Public 

ages. 

1 

year. 

under 

2 

under 

5* 

under 

'5- 

under 

25- 

under 

45- 

under 

up. 

wa’ds 

Institutions  < 

in  the 
District. 

1 Certified  .... 

424 

59 

I 6 

n 

'4 

18 

5* 

97 

152 

104 

All  causes  , 

1 Uncertified  . . 

2 

I 

• • 

• • 

• • 

• • 

I 

Enteric  Fever 

Small-pox 

, , 

. . 

. • 

. . 

• . 

* ’ 1 

Measles  . . 

j 3 

I 

5 

b 

I 

. . 

1 

Scarlet  Fever 

2 

. . 

. . 

I 

1 

. . 

2 i 

Whooping-cough 

13 

7 

3 

2 

I 

• • 

. . 

I 

Diphtheria  (including 

membranous  Croup).  . 

4 

I 

I 

I 

. . 

2 

Epidemic  Influenza 

5 

. . 

. . 

1 

4 

Erysipelas 

. . 

. - 

• . 

I 

Phthisis  (Pidmonary 

: 

Tuberculosis) 

25 

I 

3 

1 2 

8 

I 

6 j 

Tuberculous  Meningitis 

I 

I 

. . 

. • 

• • 

Other  TuberculousDiseases 

3 

I 

, . 

2 

. , 

3 

Cancer,  malignant  Disease 

3' 

, , 

1 

I 

1 2 

8 

Rheumatic  Fever 

. . 

, , 

• . 

• . 

2 ! 

Meningitis 

2 

. . 

1 

I 

. . 

, . 

. . 

Organic  Heart  Disease  . . 

54 

I 

I 

3 

4 

'5 

30 

7 

Bronchitis 

23 

3 

3 

2 

I 

. , 

3 

1 1 

2 

Pneumonia,  all  forms  . . 

29 

2 

I 

I 

3 

6 

9 

6 

5 

Other  diseases  of  Respira- 

tory  organs  . . 

1 0 

I 

2 

, , 

. . 

3 

4 

I 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis 

I 

1 

, , 

, , 

Appendicitis  and 

Typhlitis 

2 

. . 

. , 

I 

I 

. « 

4 1 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

3 

I 

I 

I 

1 

Alcoholism 

4 

4 

. . 

Nephritis  and  Bright’s 

Disease 

1 2 

I 

2 

6 

2 

I 

Puerperal  Fever  . . 

1 

I 

. . 

Diseases  and  accidents  of 

parturition 

2 

. , 

, , 

, , 

, , 

2 

. , 

I 

Congenital  Debility  and 

Malformation,  including 

Premature  birth 

27 

26 

1 

4 

Violent  Deaths, 

excluding  Suicide 

7 

I 

2 

1 

3 

5 

Suicide 

4 

. . 

2 

2 

Other  Defined  Diseases 

141 

'4 

, , 

I 

3 

4 

•4 

3> 

74 

47 

Diseases  ill-defined  or 

unknown 

7 

I 

• • 

I 

• • 

I 

3 

I 

I 

426 

1 60 

16 

'7 

18 

51 

97 

>SJ 

104 
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BOROUGH  OF  BEDFORD. 


TABLE  IV. 


INFANT  MORTALITY. 


During  tlie  Year  1912.  Nett  Deaths  from  stated  Causes  at  various  ages 


under  One  Year  of  Age. 


u> 

V • 

A 

Total 

CAUSE  OF  DE.ATH. 

V 

Id 

rA 

V 

V 

<Ll 

§ C 
^ C 

c 

0 

A 

.£3 

a 

C 

0 

a 

0^ 

Deaths 

under 

s 

T3 

C 

rn 

0 „ 

CN 

Cl 

One 

Year. 

L) 

M 

rO 

- 

r'o 

0 

C^ 

All  1 Certified 

I I 

+ 

2 

2 

IQ 

7 

'3 

I 2 

1 

8 

59 

Causes  t Uncertified 

. . 

I 

I 

j'  Small-pox 

1 Chicken-pnx 

^ Measles  

1 Scarlet  Fever 

1 

‘ 

I 

1 Whooping-Cough 

2 

2 

. . 

3 

7 

Diphtheria  and  Croup 

• • 

• • 

I 

I 

Er3’sipelas  

i 

/ Tuberculous  IMeningitis  . . 

1 Abdominal  Tubercnio.si.s 

1 

I 

I 

j Other  Tuberculous  ^ 

1 Diseases  ] 

IMeningitis  

j 

. 

(«o/  2'uberculous) 

Convulsions  

I 

I 

2 

4 

3 

I 

1 0 

Laryngitis  

Bronchitis  

I 

I 

2 

I 

1 

3 

2 

Pneumonia  (all  forms)  , . 

( Diarrhoea 

( Enteritis 

I 

I 

Gastritis 

Syphilis  

Rickets  

2 

2 

Suffocation,  overlying 
Injury  at  Birth 

Atelectasis  

/ Congenital  Malformations 

! 

J 

I 

2 

1 Premature  Birth 
j Atrophy,  Debility  and 

7 1 

1 

1 

1 

I 

10 

1 

10 

\ Marasmus.. 

3 

I 

I 

. . 

5 

I 

3 

3 

. . 

D 

Other  causes  

1 

I 

■ . 1 

1 

I ; 

1 

I 

2 

5 

'I 

+ 

2 

2 

‘9 

7 

13 

'3 

1 

^ ! 

60 

District  of  Bedford,  Popidation  (estimated  to  middle  of  1912),  39,680. 

X'  ..  -o-  .u  • .1  ( Legitimate  670 

Nett  Births  in  the  year  , 

•’  I Illegitimate  42 

Deaths  from  all  Causes  at  all  Ages,  “ nett  ’’  426 
Note. — The  actual  population  (according  to  the  Census  Return)  on  Apiil  ist,  1911,  was  39,185. 


Nett  Deaths  in  the  vear  of  I Legitimate  Infants  55 
JNett  Ueatns  in  the  year  01  | megitin^ate  Infants  5 
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COPIES  OF  CHEMICAL  AN.^LYSIS  OF  SAMPLES  OF  TOWN 

WATER  1912. 


Chemical  Laboratory,  Town  Hall, 


Rosebery  Avenue,  E.C.,  London, 

2nd  February,  1912. 

REPORT  upon  samples  of  WATER  forwarded  for  analysis  for  the 

Mayor  and  Corporation  of  the  Borough 
Town  Hall,  Bedford. 

of  Bedford, 

by  Mr.  A.  W.  Merrie, 

Sample  No.  i,  Town  Water,  taken  from  Service  Reservoir  by  F. 

Haynes,  on  the  25th  January,  1912. 

Analysis  (expressed  in  parts  per  100 

,000). 

Chlorine 

2.8 

parts  per  ico,ooo. 

Nitrogen  as  Nitrates 

0.054 

f y 

Saline  Ammonia 

0.0024 

) y 

Albuminoid  Ammonia 

0.0068 

y y 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  15  minutes 

0.030 

y y 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  i hour 

0.296 

y y 

Alkalinity  (as  Calcium  Carbonate)  . 

• 23.0 

y y 

Hardness — Total 

. 34.0 

y j 

,,  Permanent 

12.0 

y y 

,,  Temporary 

22.0 

y y 

Total  Solid  Matter  ... 

• 56-0 

y y 

Total  Calcium 

• 13-72 

y y 

Total  Sulphuric  Anhydride  ... 

14.00 

y y 

The  sample  was  clear  and  had  no  smell.  A microscopic  examination 
revealed  the  presence  of  a few  mineral  and  vegetable  fragments. 


Opinion. 

There  is  a marked  increase  in  the  quantity  of  Oxygen  absorbed, 
and  the  inorganic  nitrogen  is  slightly  higher.  Both  may  be  attributed 
to  the  heavy  rainfall  recently  experienced.  In  other  respects  the 
sample  is  normal. 

{Signed)  J.  Rear  Colwell. 


57 


Sample  No.  2,  Town  Water,  taken  from  Service 
the  25th  March,  J912. 

Analysis  (expressed  in  parts  per  100,000). 

Reservoir  by  F.  Hay 

Chlorine 

2.6 

parts  per  100,000. 

Nitrogen  as  Nitrates 

0.026 

J ) 

Saline  Ammonia 

0.0006 

; J 

.Albuminoid  .Ammonia 

0.0086 

> > 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  15  minutes 

0.032 

J > 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  1 hour 

• 0.234 

> y 

.Alkalinity  (as  Calcium  Carbonate) 

• -’3-0 

) ) 

Hardness — Total 

• 3^-5 

J ) 

,,  Permanent 

12.0 

J y 

,,  Temporary 

• "0.5 

y y 

Total  Solid  Matter 

• 54-0 

y y 

Total  Calcium 

14.28 

y y 

Total  Sulphuric  Anhydride 

13.20 

y y 

The  sample  was  clear  and  had  no  smell.  A microscopic  examination 
revealed  the  presence  of  a few  vegetable  fragments  and  some  mineral  matter. 

0 pinion. 

Although  the  Albuminoid  Ammonia  is  slightly  high,  the  water 
exhibits  evidence  of  considerable  improvement  compared  with  the  last 
sample. 

(Signed)  J.  Kear  Colwell. 


Sample  No.  3,  Town  Water,  taken  from  Service  Reservoir  on  the 
1 6th  April,  1912,  by  F.  C.  Haynes. 


Analysis  (expressed  in  parts  per  100 

,000). 

Chlorine 

2.7 

parts  per  100,000. 

Nitrogen  as  Nitrates 

0.048 

y y 

Saline  Ammonia 

0.0004 

y y 

Albuminoid  Ammonia 

0.0064 

y y 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  15  minutes 

0.014 

y y 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  i hour 

0.197 

y y 

.Alkalinity  (as  Calcium  Carbonate) 

22.0 

y y 

Hardness — Total 

• 32-5 

y y 

,,  Permanent 

••  11-5 

y y 

,,  Temporary 

21.0 

y y 

Total  Solid  Matter  ... 

• 51-0 

y y 

Total  Calcium 

14.00 

y y 

Total  Sulphuric  .Anhydride  ... 

• 12.36 

y y 

The  sample  was  clear  and  had  no 

smell.  A microscopic  examination 

•ealed  the  presence  of  some  mineral 

matter,  and 

one  or  two  vegetable 

fragments. 

Opinion. 

The  water  is  in  good  condition  at  the  present  time. 

(Signed)  J.  Rear  Colwell. 
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Sample  No.  4,  Town  Water,  taken  from  Service  Reservoir  by  F. 
Haynes,  on  the  9th  May,  1912. 

Analysis  (expressed  in  parts  per  100,000). 


Chlorine 

Nitrogen  as  Nitrates 

Saline  Ammonia 

Albuminoid  Ammonia 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  15  minutes 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  i hour 

Alkalinity  (as  Calcium  Carbonate) 

Hardness — Total 

,,  Permanent 

,,  Temporary 

Total  Solid  Matter  ... 

Calcium  (Total) 

Sulphuric  Anhydride  (Total) 


2.8  parts  per  100,000. 
0'033 

0.0014  )) 

0.0056  ,, 

0.008  ,, 

0.149  >. 

21-5 

32-5 

12.0 

20.5 

51-0  M 

13-21 

10.99  ,, 


The  sample  was  clear  and  had  no  smell.  A microscopic  examination 
revealed  the  presence  of  a few  pieces  of  mineral  matter. 


Opinion. 

The  water  appears  to  be  in  excellent  condition. 


{Signed) 


J.  Rear  Colwell. 


Sample  No.  5,  Town  Water,  taken  from  Service  Reservoir,  on  the 
June,  1912. 

Analysis  (expressed  in  parts  per  100,000). 

Chlorine 

2.8 

parts  per  100,000. 

Nitrogen  as  Nitrates 

0.029 

; y 

Saline  Ammonia 

0.0004 

i f 

Albuminoid  Ammonia 

0.0068 

f > 

0.xygen  absorbed  in  15  minutes 

Nil 

i y 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  i hour 

0.200 

y y 

Alkalinity  (as  Calcium  Carbonate)  ... 

22.0 

y y 

Hardness — Total 

32.0 

y y 

,,  Permanent 

10.8 

y * 

,,  Temporary 

2 1.2 

y y 

Total  Solid  Matter  ... 

52.0 

y y 

Calcium  (Total) 

13-43 

y y 

Sulphuric  Anhydride  (Total) 

9-77 

y y 

The  sample  was  clear  and  had  no  smell.  A microscopic  examination 
revealed  the  presence  of  a number  of  pieces  of  vegetable  and  mineral 
matter. 

Opinion. 

The  water  continues  in  excellent  condition. 

{Signed)  J-  Kear  Colwell. 
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Sample  No.  6,  Town  Water,  taken  from 
September  27th,  1912,  by  F.  Haynes. 

Analysis  (expressed  in  parts  per  100,000). 

Service  Reservoir  on 

Chlorine 

3.0 

parts  per  100,000. 

Nitrogen  as  Nitrates 

0.013 

) f 

Saline  Ammonia 

0.0018 

y f 

Albuminoid  Ammonia 

0.0068 

f } 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  15  minutes 

0.012 

t > 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  i hour 

0.240 

J y 

Alkalinity  (as  Calcium  Carbonate) 

23.5 

>y 

Hardness — Total 

...  34.0 

y y 

,,  Permanent 

...  II. 5 

y y 

,,  Temporary 

...  22.5 

y y 

Total  Solid  Matter  ... 

CO 

b 

y y 

Calcium  (Total) 

14.0 

y } 

Sulphuric  Anhydride  (Total) 

...  12.63 

y y 

The  sample  was  clear  and  had  no  smell.  A microscopic  examination 
revealed  the  presence  of  one  or  two  vegetable,  and  some  mineral  fragments. 


Opinion. 

There  Is  a slight  Increase  in  the  mineral  constituents  of  the  water, 
but  in  other  respects  practically  normal. 

{Signed)  J.  Rear  Colwell. 


I 

I 

^ Sample  No.  7,  Town  Water,  taken  from  Service  Reservoir,  by  R. 

• Haynes,  on  the  17th  October,  1912. 

Analysis  (expressed  in  parts  per  100,000). 


Chlorine 

2.6  parts  per  100,000. 

Nitrogen  as  Nitrates 

0.040 

Saline  Ammonia 

0.0004  >> 

Albuminoid  Ammonia 

0.0092  ,, 

O.xygen  absorbed  in  15  minutes 

0.058 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  i hour  ... 

0.262  ,, 

Alkalinity  (as  Calcium  Carbonat  ■)  . 

Hardness — Total 

• .32.5 

,,  Permanent 

. lO.O 

,,  Temporary 

• 22.5 

Total  Solid  Matter  ... 

• 49-5 

Calcium  (Total) 

• Tv7i 

Sulphuric  Anhydride  (Total) 

9.62 

The  sample  was  clear  and  had  no 

smell.  A microscopic  examination 

ealed  the  presence  of  some  vegetable 

and  mineral  fragments. 

Opinion. 

Although  the  amount  of  the  mineral  constituents  has  fallen. 

organically  the  water  is  not  in 

quite  such  good  condition  as  last 

month. 


{Signed) 


1, 


J.  Rear  Colwell. 
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Sample  No.  8 of  Town  Water,  taken  from  Service  Re.servoir  on  the 
13th  December,  1912,  by  F.  Haynes. 


Analysis  (expressed  in  parts  per  100,000). 


Chlorine 

2.9 

parts  per  100,000. 

Nitrogen  as  Nitrates 

0.038 

J } 

Saline  Ammonia 

0.0024 

J > 

Albuminoid  Ammonia 

0.0042 

) y 

O.xygen  absorbed  in  15  minutes 

0.029 

y 7 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  i hour  ... 

0.248 

7 7 

Alkalinity  (as  Calcium  Carbonate)  ... 

24.0 

7 7 

Hardness— Total 

33-0 

7 7 

,,  Permanent 

I I.O 

7 7 

,,  Temporary 

22.0 

7 7 

Total  Solid  Matter  ... 

59-0 

7 7 

Calcium  (Total) 

14-30 

7 7 

Sulphuric  Anhydride  (Total) 

1 1.80 

7 7 

The  sample  was  clear  and  had  no  smell.  A microscopic  examination 
revealed  the  presence  of  rather  more  vegetable  debris  than  usual. 

Opinion. 

With  the  exception  of  the  vegetable  matter  mentioned  above  the 
water  appears  to  be  in  normal  condition. 


{Signed) 


J.  Kear  Colwell. 


BOROUGH  OF  BEDFORD. 


REPORT 

OK  THK 

SANITARY  INSPECTOR 


FOR  THE  YEAR  1912. 


PUBLIC  I-IEALTH  DEPARTMENT. 


Sanitary  Inspector’s  Department, 

Town  Hall,  Bedford, 

Fcbniary,  1913. 

{To  ihc  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee^) 
Gentlemen, — 

As  Sanitary  Inspector  to  your  Authority,  I^have  the  honour  to 
submit  to  you  my  Fourteenth  Annual  Report,  showing  the  work  done 
in  this  Department  during  the  year  ending  December  31st,  1912. 

SUMMARY. 


No.  of  drains  tested  on  payment  of  fee  ...  ...  ...  ...  158 

No.  where  defects  were  found  ...  ...  ...  ...  51 

No.  of  School  and  Boarding  House  drains  tested  ...  ...  34 

No.  where  defects  were  found  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

No.  of  drains  tested  on  complaint  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

No.  where  defects  were  found  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

No.  of  drains  tested  after  notification  of  Infectious  Diseases  ...  120 

No.  where  defects  were  found  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

No.  of  notifications  of  Infectious  Diseases  ...  ...  ...  254 

No.  of  patients  removed  to  Isolation  Hospital  ...  ...  ...  183 

No.  of  rooms  disinfected  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  287 

No.  of  articles  put  through  the  Steam  Disinfector  ...  ...  1500 

No.  of  nuisances  reported  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  185 

No.  of  houses  inspected  under  Housing  and  Town  Planning 

Act  (1909) 247 

No.  of  premises  inspected  under  the  Public  Flealth  Act  ...  700 

No.  of  houses  requiring  internal  cleansing  ...  ...  ...  226 

No.  of  houses  found  overcrowded  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

No.  of  houses  unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  o 

No.  of  houses  demolished  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

No.  of  retests  made  after  drain  repairs  ...  ...  ...  ...  199 

No.  of  visits  of  inspection  re  Abatement  of  Nuisances,  etc.  ...  4081 

No.  of  house  yards  requirinig  paving  ...  ...  ...  ...  209 

No.  of  visits  to  Factories,  Workshops,  and  Outworkers’  premises  431 
No.  of  nuisances,  etc.,  found  at  same  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

No.  of  visits  to  Common  Lodging  Plouses  ...  ...  ...  86 

No.  of  visits  to  houses  Let  in  Lodgings  ...  ...  ...  ...  30 

No.  of  visits  to  Slaughter  Houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  2762 

No.  of  visits  to  Cowsheds  and  Milk  Vendors’  premises  ...  106 

No.  of  samples  taken  under  Food  and  Drugs  Acts  ...  ...  136 

No.  found  adulterated  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

No.  of  samples  of  Town  Water  sent  for  Analysis  ...  ...  8 

No.  of  Preliminary  Notices  served  to  Abate  ...  ...  ...  820 

No.  of  Statutory  Notices  served  to  Abate  ...  ...  ...  533 

No.  of  legal  proceedings  taken  for  Abatement  of  Nuisances  ...  o 

No.  of  legal  proceedings  taken  under  Food  and  Drugs  Act  ...  10 
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The  following  tables  show  the  number  of  notices  served  under  the 
Public  Health  Acts,  Factory  and  Workshops  Act,  Housing  and  Town 
Planning  Act,  and  Paving  : — 


Preliminary  Notices. 


Nuisances. 

Cleansing. 

Over- 

crowding. 

P.  H.  A. 

1875.  ^ec.  36. 

P.H.A.A.A. 
1907.  Sec.  37. 

P.H.A.A.A. 
1907.  Sec.  25. 
Paving. 

Factory 

Act. 

Totals. 

2'5 

23 

I 6 

329 

26 

194 

'7 

820 

Statutory  Notices 


Nuisances. 

Cleansing. 

Over- 

crowding. 

P.H.A, 

1875- 

.Sec.  36. 

P.H.A.A.A. 

1907. 
Sec.  37. 

P.H.A.A.A. 

1907. 
.Sec.  25. 

Factory 

Act. 

Housing  & Town 
Planninp  Act. 
Sec.  15  1 17.  1 18. 

Totals. 

3 

0 

0 

t<4 

00 

18 

4 

0 

247 

0 

13 

533 

Note.  No  Closing  Orders  were  made  during  the  year  under 
Section  17  by  the  Authority,  but  in  9 instances  of  notices  served  under 
Section  15,  the  owners  declared  their  intention  of  closing  the  houses 
under  Sub-section  4,  Section  15,  and  7 of  the  houses  have  been 
demolished  voluntarily. 

Of  the  13  demolition  orders  made  during  the  year,  10  of  them  were 
in  respect  to  Closing  Orders  made  during  1911,  and  the  notices  have 
been  complied  with. 

Note.  The  outstanding  Notices  unabated  in  1911  have  since  been 
complied  with. 


At  Present  Unabated,  But  Work  in  Hand. 


Nuisances. 

Cleansing. 

Over- 

crowding. 

P.H.A. 

1875- 

Sec.  36. 

P.H.A. A A. 

1907- 
Sec.  37. 

P.H.A.A.A. 
1907- 
Sec.  25. 

Factory 

Act. 

Housing  & Town 
Planning  Act. 

Totals. 

Sec,  15. 

17  1 '8- 

3 

0 

0 

160 

5 

4 

0 

36 

2 

3 

213 

Note.  The  large  number  of  160  notices  re  Dust  Bins  under 
Section  36  is  accounted  for  by  the  fact  that  the  tradesmen  supplying 
them  have  run  out  of  stock. 
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NUISANCES. 

The  nuisances  discovered  or  reported  at  the  Office  (including  those 
found  during  house-to-house  inspection)  were  of  a varied  nature,  as 
will  be  seen  in  the  details  of  the  Table  later  on.  (Sanitary  work 
carried  out). 

In  35  instances,  verbal  intimation  to  persons  responsible  for  minor 
nuisances  were  sufficient  to  procure  the  abatement  thereof. 

g complaints  were  received  at  the  Office  in  respect  to  bad  smells 
emanating  from  the  street  sewers.  This  is  a considerable  less  number 
than  last  year  (35),  and  no  doubt  this  is  accounted  for  by  the  erection 
of  ventilating  shafts,  and  the  closing  down  of  the  manhole  surface 
ventilation,  which  has  been  done  by  the  Surveyor  during  the  year. 

In  15  instances  complaints  were  received  from  householders  rela- 
tive to  the  non-removal  of  house  refuse,  and  these  complaints  were  at 
once  notified  to  the  Borough  Engineer. 

DRAIN  TESTING. 

158  drains  were  tested,  and  the  sanitary  fitments  of  the  house 
reported  upon  on  payment  of  a lo/-  fee.  £'79  received  on  this  account 
has  been  paid  into  the  District  Fund. 

At  51  defects  of  a more  or  less  serious  nature  were  found. 

In  18  instances  new  4"  drains  were  laid,  or  the  existing  ones  relaid 
under  modern  conditions,  7 intercepting  traps  being  fixed. 

The  defects  at  the  remaining  33  houses  were  remedied. 

No  iron  drains  have  been  laid  during  the  year. 

16  drains  tested  on  complaint,  were  found  defective  in  4 instances, 
and  were  made  sound. 

In  the  Report  of  the  Departmental  Committee  appointed  by  the 
Local  Government  Board  to  inquire  and  report  with  regard  to  the  use 
of  intercepting  traps  in  house  drains,  lately  issued,  and  of  which,  I 
believe,  each  member  of  the  Council  has  a copy,  the  conclusions 
arrived  at  by  them  require  very  considerable  attention  in  view  of  the 
proposed  adoption  of  new  Building  and  Drainage  Bye-Laws,  as  the 
hitherto  accepted  principles  of  drain  and  sewer  ventilation,  and  the 
use  of  the  intercepting  trap  in  relation  to  the  health  of  the  public,  are 
very  much  traversed. 

PUBLIC  AND  PRIVATE  SCHOOLS. 

At  the  request  of  the  Governors  of  the  Harpur  Trust  Schools,  I 
have  again  reported  to  them  on  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  drains 
and  fitments  of  the  Grammar,  Boys’  and  Girls’  Modern  Schools,  and 
of  the  Boarding  Houses  in  connection  with  the  schools. 

Defects  were  found  in  9 instances  and  have  been  remedied,  or 
the  work  is  in  hand. 

The  disconnection  of  certain  rain  water  pipes  from  the  drains 
noted  in  last  report  has  now  been  done. 
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I have  also  made  the  same  inspection  at  the  Kindergarten  Schools 
and  Boarding  House  in  connection  with  the  Schools,  as  well  as  the 
Crescent  House  School,  and  any  recommendations  suggested  have 
been  at  once  complied  with. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

During  the  year  254  notifications  of  infectious  diseases  were 
received  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  viz. : — 


Diseases. 

1911. 

1912. 

No.  of 
Cases. 

No.  of 
Houses 
Infected. 

No.  of 
Cases. 

No.  of 
Houses 
Infected. 

Scarlet  Fever 

107 

86 

136 

100 

Diphtheria 

I 06 

80 

94 

72 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

0 

0 

3 

3 

Enteric  Fever 

I 

I 

0 

0 

Erysipelas  

30 

23 

20 

1 6 

Puerperal  Fever 

4 

4 

I 

1 

Totals 

24  8 

194 

254 

192 

All  the  houses  were  visited,  and  the  circumstances  surrounding 
the  cases  entered  in  the  Register  for  the  information  of  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health. 

In  all  cases  of  infectious  diseases,  disinfection  is  done  free  of  cost 
to  the  occupier  of  the  house. 

287  rooms  were  disinfected  by  means  of  Formic  Aldehyde,  gas 
being  generated  by  vapourising  Formalin  Tabloids,  or  vapourising  40 
per  cent.  Formalin  in  the  presence  of  steam. 

For  this  purpose,  48  lbs.  of  Formalin  Tabloids,  23  gallons  of 
liquid  Formalin,  and  39  gallons  of  methylated  spirit  were  used. 

1,500  articles  of  bedding  and  clothing  were  removed  from  in- 
fected houses,  and  put  through  the  Steam  Disinfector,  which  is  fixed 
at  the  Newnham  Pumping  Station. 

By  means  of  this  machine  absolute  disinfection  can  be  obtained,  as 
the  main  essentials  for  rapid  and  efficient  disinfection  are  the  use  of 
“ saturated  steam,”  and  the  entire  absence  of  residual  air  in  the  chamber, 
this  insuring  the  utmost  penetrating  power  of  the  saturated  steam, 
acting  as  a vapour. 

CONSUMPTION. 

Arrangements  have  been  made  with  the  Registrar  of  Deaths  to  at 
once  send  a certificate  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  when  a death 
occurs  from  this  disease,  in  order  that  disinfection  of  the  house  and 
bedding  may  be  offered  to  the  occupiers  of  the  house.  26  of  such 
death  certificates  were  received,  and  in  16  instances  disinfection  was 
accepted. 


7 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  (TUBERCULOSIS)  REGULATIONS,  1911. 

In  the.se  regulations,  pulmonary  tuberculosis  is  made  compulsorily 
notifiable,  thus  completing  the  system  of  notification  commenced  in 
igo8. 


NATIONAL  HEALTH  INSURANCE  ACT,  1911. 

This  Act  came  into  force  on  July  15th,  1912,  and  one  important 
section  is  that  which  deals  with  Sanatoria  and  other  treatment  for 
Tuberculosis,  etc.,  but  perhaps  the  most  important  clause  in  the  whole 
of  the  National  Health  Insurance  Act,  in  so  far  as  the  Sanitary 
Authority  is  concerned,  is  the  so-called  “ Slum  Area  ” section. 

This  enables  approved  Societies  to  make  representation  with  a 
view  to  receiving  compensation  from  local  authorities  or  owners 
of  property,  etc.,  in  connection  with  any  section  of  its  members,  when 
they  are  able  to  prove  that  the  Sickness  Experience,  in  any  particular 
part  of  the  district,  is  more  than  lO  per  cent,  above  that  expected  when 
the  Act  was  framed. 

To  be  successful  in  obtaining  compensation,  the  Approved  Society 
would  have  to  prove  that  such  excessive  sickness  was  due  to  insanitary 
houses,  impure  water  supply,  dangerous  occupations,  etc. 


Analysis  of  the  Expenditure  incurred  at  the  Borough  Isolation 
Hospital  during  the  year  1912  : — 

No.  of  patients,  187:  Scarlet  Fever,  104;  Diphtheria,  83. 


£ 

s. 

d. 

Medical  Fees,  attending  patients  ... 

...  217 

0 

0 

Provisions 

Milk  

...  70 

16 

7 

Meat 

...  112 

4 

4 

Groceries 

...  163 

12 

5 

Bread,  Flour,  etc. 

...  40 

13 

2 

Fish 

...  30 

1 1 

5 

Vegetables 

...  25 

14 

I 

Electric  Fighting 

•••  33 

7 

3 

Coal,  Coke,  Wood,  etc. 

...  92 

0 

6 

Repairs  and  Sundries 

17 

9 

0 

Medical  Sundries 

34 

5 

4 

Florse  Hire  Ambulance 

24 

9 

0 

Disinfectants,  soap  ... 

I 

13 

0 

Haberdashery  and  sundries  ... 

Nurses’  Uniforms 

6 

2 

I 

10 

18 

2 

£ s.  d. 
217  p o 


443  12  o 


220  4 4 


Carried  forward... 


;^88o  16  4 


s. 


d. 


Salary  of  Matron 
Salares  of  Nurses 
Salary  of  Caretaker  ... 
Salary  of  Cook 
Salary  of  Laundry  Maids 
.Salary  of  Ward  Maid 
Extra  Help  ... 


Brought  forward. 


£ 


50 

0 

0 

129 

6 

6 

45 

0 

0 

25 

I 

5 

19 

3 

I 

14 

9 

4 

18 

18 

7 

£ s.  d. 
880  16  4 


Received  from  patients 


301 

18 

1 1 

I 182 

15 

3 

69 

12 

0 

I 113 

3 

3 

New  Diphtheria  Block  ...  ...  376  g 6 

Fitting  same  ...  ...  ...  37  5 o 

Furniture,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  52  2 8 

Electric  lighting  whole  Hospital  ...  loo  ii  6 
Telephone  to  Small  Pox  Hospital  10  10  o 


£S7^  18  8 


OFFENSIVE  TRADES. 

Several  complaints  were  received  as  to  bad  smells  emanating  from 
the  yards  or  storehouses  of  dealers  in  rags,  bones,  hides,  skins,  and  fat. 
On  investigation  it  was  usually  found  that  the  effluvia  arose  from 
accumulations  of  bones  and  fat,  there  not  being  proper  covered 
receptacles  for  storing  the  same. 

I would  again  suggest  the  advisability  of  the  Authority  making 
Regulations  or  Bye-Laws  governing  the  conditions  under  which  offen- 
sive trades  in  the  Borough  should  be  carried  on. 


PERIODICAL  REMOVAL  OF  MANURE. 

The  resolution  passed  by  the  Council  requiring  all  manure  pits  to 
be  emptied  at  regular  intervals  of  not  more  than  seven  days  from  all 
stables,  etc.,  within  the  Borough,  has  been  fairly  well  observed,  fewer 
complaints  as  to  smells  from  manure  pits  have  been  received,  and  I hope 
the  result  will  be  that  considerably  less  flies  will  be  hatched  during  the 

year. 

I would  again  call  attention  to  the  advisability  of  making  regula- 
tions as  to  the  time  in  the  forenoon  after  which  manure  shall  not  be 
carted  through  our  streets. 
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COWSHEDS  AND  MILKSHOPS, 

At  the  end  of  igi2  the  Register  contained  the  names  of  persons 
keeping  2 Cowsheds  and  24  Milkshops,  together  with  the  names  of  33 
Purveyors  of  Milk.  16  of  the  latter  reside  outside  the  town,  but  retail 
milk  within  the  Borough. 

This  is  an  increase  of  i Purveyor  of  Milk  during  the  year. 

The  Food  Inspector  has  on  106  occasions  visited  the  premises 
of  the  Cowkeepers  and  Milk  Vendors.  (See  Report  of  Medical  Officer 
of  Health). 

SLAUGHTER  HOUSES, 

The  Slaughter  Houses  in  the  Borough  number  30,  yearly  licences 
being  granted  by  the  Authority  to  22. 

The  Food  Inspector  has  made  2,762  visits  to  them.  (See  Report 
of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health). 

STATUTE  FAIRS. 

The  dwelling  vans  of  the  showmen  who  visit  the  town  for  the 
purpose  of  attending  these  Fairs  were  all  inspected. 

The  Condition  of  the  vans  was,  on  the  whole,  very  satisfactory, 
though  it  is  probable  that  some  of  them  are  overcrowded  at  night. 

The  only  case  of  sickness  discovered  among  the  inmates  of  these 
dwelling  vans  was  that  of  a child  suffering  from  “ measles.”  The  van 
was  at  once  removed  from  the  Fair  ground  to  a field  on  the  outskirts 
of  the  Borough. 

RAG  FLOCK  ACT,  1911. 

This  Act  of  Parliament  came  into  operation  on  July  1st,  1912,  and 
the  gist  of  the  same  may  be  said  to  be  included  in  sub-section  i of 
Section  I,  viz.: — 

“(i)  It  shall  not  be  lawful  for  any  person  to  sell  or  have  in  his 
possession  for  sale  flock  manufactured  from  rags  or  to  use  for 
the  purpose  of  making  any  article  of  upholstery,  cushions,  or 
bedding  flock  manufactured  from  rags,  or  to  have  in  his  posses- 
sion flock  manufactured  from  rags  intended  to  be  used  for  any 
such  purpose,  unless  the  flock  conforms  to  such  standard  of 
cleanliness  as  may  be  prescribed  by  regulations  to  be  made  by 
the  Local  Government  Board,  and,  if  any  person  sells  or  uses 
or  has  in  his  possession  flock  in  contravention  of  this  Act,  he 
shall  be  liable  on  summary  conviction  to  a fine  not  exceeding,  in 
the  case  of  a first  offence,  ten  pounds,  or  in  the  case  of  a second 
or  subsequent  offence  fifty  pounds.” 

THE  L.G.B.  RAG  FLOCK  REGULATIONS,  1912. 

These  Regulations  were  issued  on  the  8th  June,  1912,  and  enact 
that ; — 

“ Flock  shall  be  deemed  to  conform  to  the  standard  of 
cleanliness  when  the  amount  of  soluble  chlorine  in  the  form  of 
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chlorides,  removed  by  thorough  washing  with  distilled  water  at 
a temperature  not  exceeding  25°  Centigrade  (77°  F.),  from  not 
less  than  40  grammes  of  a well  mixed  sample  of  flock,  does  not 
exceed  30  parts  of  chlorine  in  100,000  parts  of  the  flock.” 

There  can  be  no  doubt  that  if  the  provisions  of  the  Act  are  rigidly 
enforced,  it  will  be  the  means  of  introducing  more  sanitary  bedding, 
etc.,  in  the  homes  of  the  poorer  classes,  who  cannot  afford  the  expensive 
quality. 

Copies  of  the  Regulations  have  been  sent  to  each  tradesman,  who 
was  known  to  be  directly  or  indirectly  engaged  in  handling  rag  flock 
or  mill  puff. 


HOUSE  TO  HOUSE  INSPECTION. 

700  houses  have  been  inspected  and  I have  called  the  attention 
of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  23  houses  in  which  more  or  less 
internal  cleansing  was  necessary,  and  he  has  certified,  where  required, 
under  Sect.  46  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1875,  to  that  effect. 

The  usual  notices  were  served,  and  have  been  complied  with. 


OVERCROWDING. 

16  cases  of  overcrowding  were  discovered  during  the  year,  and 
on  serving  the  usual  notice  the  nuisance  was  abated,  some  of  the  in- 
mates going  to  fresh  houses,  where  the  same  thing  will  occur  again. 


Houses  Not  Connected  to  the  Sewage  System. 


Pail  Closets. 

Earth  Closets. 

Cesspools, 

Midden. 

Septic  Tank. 

1911. 

1912. 

191 1. 

1912. 

191 1. 

1912. 

I9I  I. 

1912. 

I9I  I. 

1912. 

14 

4 

28 

16 

14 

6 

3 

2 

r 

I 

10  pail  closets,  12  earth  closets,  and  8 cesspools  have  been  con- 
verted to  water  carriage  system,  and  i midden  to  an  earth  closet. 

The  earth  closets  at  the  Borough  Isolation  Hospital,  with  the 
exception  of  4 at  the  small-pox  blocks,  are  now  in  process  of  conver- 
sion to  water  cloets,  drainage  having  been  laid  up  to  the  buildings. 


HOUSES  IN  THE  BOROUGH  WITHOUT  SEPARATE  W C. 
ACCOMMODATION. 

In  igii  there  were  158  houses  with  81  w.c.s.  At  present  there 
are  145  houses  with  71  w.c.s,  10  having  been  pulled  down,  the  houses 
having  been  demolished. 


In  2 instances  there  are  3 houses  to  i vv.c. 
In  3 
In  2 
In  3 
In  2 


5 

7 

3 

5 


2 w.c.s. 

2 W.C.S. 

2 W.C.S. 

3 w.c.s. 


The  remaining  houses  have  i w.c.  to  2 houses. 


The  accommodation  for  the  above  houses  is  sufficient  for  the 
needs  of  the  occupiers,  although  they  would  prefer  to  have  separate 
ones,  but  this  cannot  be  enforced. 


HOUSING  AND  TOWN  PLANNING  ACT,  1909. 

During  the  year,  247  houses  have  been  inspected  under  this  Act. 
At  each  house  more  or  less  work  was  required  to  be  done  under  the 
various  sections  of  the  Act.  (Vide  the  Table  showing  the  sanitary 
work  carried  out). 

The  supervision  necessary  to  see  such  work  was  properly  carried 
out  entailed  4,081  visits  of  inspection. 


The  number  of  houses  already  closed  is  shewn  as  follows  : — 


During  the  Years  iqo5-iQii. 

Locality. 

No.  Closed. 

Rent  Paid 
per  week. 

No.  of 
Inmates. 

No 

Demolished. 

Bell  Court  

3 

2/6  to  3/3 

19 

2 

Parish  Court  

4 

I /4  to  1 18 

I 6 

4 

Chandos  Street  .... 

4 

1 

0 

'3 

4 

Spring  Gardens  .... 

8 

l/l  I to  3/- 

19 

8 

Gravel  Lane  ....•' 

3 

3/3 

22 

Christie  Court  

10 

1/6  to  3/- 

27 

10 

Graham’s  Yard  .... 

5 

> 

I 2 

0 

Paradine  Court  .... 

7 

» 

20 

7 

Malden’s  Yard  .... 

8 

» 

40 

8 

Castle  Hill  

2 

2/- 

7 

2 

Newnham  Street  . . 

2 

2/6 

8 

2 

Totals 

56 

203 

47 

During 

the  year  iqi2. 

Gravel  Lane  

4 

2/4 

18 

4 

Wellington  Street  . . 

I 

4/8 

8 

0 

Priory  Street  

3 

2/-,  2/3  & 2/q 

6 

3 

Caidington  Road  . . 

I 

5/3 

5 

0 

Tavistock  Place  . . . . 

1 0 

2/10 

32 

10 

Totals 

'9 

69 

n 

SANITARY  WORK  CARRIED  OUT. 


Public 

Health 

Act. 

Housing 
and  Town 
Planning 
Act. 

Factory 

and 

Workshop 

Act 

No.  of  Workshops  cleansed 

10 

No.  of  Outworkers’  Premises  cleansed  ... 

4 

No.  of  Bakehouses  cleansed 

0 

No.  of  Abstracts  of  Factory  Act  affixed.. 

2 

No.  of  overcrowding  of  Workrooms  abated 

0 

No.  of  Workrooms  ventilated 

0 

No.  additional  Lavatjory  Accommodati-'n 

provided 

I 

No.  of  Cowsheds  limewashed 

4 

No.  of  Slaughter  Houses  limewashed 

120 

No.  of  rooms  in  Common  Lodging  Houses 

limewashed 

242 

No.  of  rooms  in  Blouses  let  in  Lodgings 

, cleansed 

36 

No.  of  additional  w.c.s  fixed  in  Houses  let 

in  lodgings 

0 

No.  of  roofs  repaired  in  Ditto  ... 

0 

No.  of  Wash-houses  repaved  and  built  in 

Ditto 

0 

Drains. 

No.  found  blocked  and  cleared  ... 

100 

I 

No.  flushed 

100 

I 

No.  defective  repaired 

104 

47 

No.  wholly  relaid 

23 

28 

No.  removed  from  inside  houses  ... 

0 

0 

No.  of  intercepting  traps  fixed 

8 

I 

No.  of  intercepting  traps  repaired 

I 

No.  of  inspection  chambers  and  manholes 

built 

43 

20 

No.  of  new  covers  to  manholes  ... 

7 

No.  of  manholes  repaired  ... 

13 

No.  of  fresh  air  inlets  fixed 

35 

I 

No.  of  soil  and  vent  pipes  repaired 

23 

9 

No.  of  soil  pipes  removed  from  inside 

houses 

0 

No.  of  new  gullies  provided  to  sinks 

5 

132 

No.  of  insanitary  traps  abolished  ... 

5 

0 

No.  of  stable  drains  repaired 

3 

I 

No.  of  rain  water  tanks  cleaned  out 

14 

No.  of  yards  paved 

8 

176 

No.  of  yard  paving  repaired 

4 

21 

No.  of  right  of  ways  gravelled 

6 

23 

13 

SANITARY  WORK  CARRIED  OUT  , — contiuueJ. 


Public 

Health 

Act, 

Housing 
and  Town 
Planning 
.Act. 

Factory 

and 

Workshop 

Act, 

Drains. 

No.  of  stable  floors  rclaid 

4 

I 

No.  of  vent  pipes  fixed 

No.  of  rain  water  pipes  disconnected 

No.  of  stoppers  to  intercepting  traps  fixed 

13 

26 

14 

6 

Houses. 

No.  of  rooms  cleansed 

90 

866 

No.  of  inside  walls  repaired 

84 

442 

No.  of  verminous  rooms  fumigated 

2 

85 

No.  of  damp  walls  remedied 

3 

117 

No.  of  house  floors  relaid  or  repaired 

0 

374 

No.  of  window  frames  repaired  and  made 

to  open 

3 

484 

No.  of  bedrooms  ventilated 

0 

409 

No.  of  firegrates  and  fireplaces  repaired  ... 

4 

154 

No.  of  doors  repaired 

I 

80 

No.  of  new  doors  fixed 

0 

2 

No.  of  cupboard  doors  repaired 

0 

20 

No.  of  staircase  treads  repaired  ... 

0 

65 

No.  of  coppers  repaired 

3 

66 

No.  of  outside  walls  repaired 

I 

53 

No.  of  roofs  repaired 

7 

132 

No.  of  spoutings  repaired  ... 

9 

79 

No.  of  chimney  heads  repaired 

0 

78 

No.  of  water  service  pipes  repaired 

2 

0 

No.  supplied  with  a separate  service 

0 

131 

No.  of  sinks  fixed  ... 

I 

104 

No.  of  new  waste  pipes  fixed 

2 

150 

No.  of  sink  and  bath  waste  pipes  trapped 

22 

0 

No.  of  pantries  cleansed 

I 

63 

No.  of  pantries  repaired 

I 

1 10 

No.  of  splash  boards  fixed  to  doors 

0 

10 

No.  of  sinks  repaired 

0 

3 

No.  of  outside  passages  limewashed 

0 

9 

No.  of  division  walls  and  fences  repaired 

0 

5 

No.  of  gates  repaired 

No.  of  ashbins  provided 

0 

169 

12 

W.C.’S. 

No.  of  defective  ones  repaired 

9 

No.  of  w.c.’s  rebuilt  and  repaired  ... 

I 

57 

H 

SANITARY  WORK  CARRIED  OUT. -continued. 


Public 

Health 

Act. 

Housing 
and  Town 
Planning 
Act. 

Factory 

and 

Workshop 

Act. 

W.C.’s. 

No.  of  new  pedestal  pans  fixed  ... 

14 

19 

No.  of  hopper  pans  fixed  ... 

I 

10 

No.  of  earth  closets  converted  to  water 

closets 

3 

9 

No.  of  middens  converted  to  earth  closets 

I 

No.  of  cesspools  abolished  and  drained  to 

sewer 

8 

No.  of  seats  and  doors  repaired  ... 

3 

56 

No.  provided  with  light  and  ventilation  ... 

9 

122 

No.  of  cisterns  repaired  or  fixed  ... 

46 

73 

No.  of  floors  relaid  ... 

2 

63 

No.  of  walls  cleansed  and  limewashed 

8 

173 

No.  of  roofs  and  spoutings  repaired 

5 

125 

No.  of  filthy  pans  cleansed 

4 

13 

No.  of  pan  closets  removed 

I 

Outhouses. 

No.  rebuilt  or  repaired 

2 

63 

No.  demolished 

I 

1 

No.  of  walls  limewashed 

5 

174 

No.  of  floors  relaid  or  repaired  ... 

2 

75 

No.  of  roofs  and  spouting  repaired 

3 

132 

No.  of  doors  repaired 

0 

21 

Manure  and  other  offensive  matter  removed 

4 

I 

Manure  pits  rebuilt  or  repaired  ... 

5 

0 

Animals  and  fowls  improperly  kept 

4 

0 

SANITARY  DUSTBINS. 

The  use  of  a proper  sanitary  dustbin  of  galvanized  iron  in  lieu 
of  the  old  insanitary  and  dilapidated  boxes,  tubs,  etc.,  formerly  used 
for  the  storage  of  house  refuse,  is  gradually  being  enforced,  when  found 
to  be  required,  during  house-to-house  inspection,  and  248  notices  under 
Sec.  36,  Public  Health  Act,  1875,  have  been  served  upon  owners  to 
provide  such  dustbins,  and  I believe  all  of  them  will  be  complied  with 
as  soon  as  the  tradesmen  can  supply  them. 

I would  suggest  that  the  Authority  give  public  notice  that  they 
require  in  every  house  the  use  of  these  galvanised  iron  receptacles  for 
storage  of  house  refuse,  as  the  opinion  prevails  that  certain  owners  are 
being  picked  out  for  the  service  of  the  notices. 
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FOOD  AND  DRUGS. 

136  samples  of  food  and  drugs  have  been  purchased  during  the  year, 
and  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst  for  the  purpose  of  analysis. 

The  following  tables  give  the  particulars  of  the  articles  analysed, 
results  of  analysis,  action  taken,  and  expenses  incurred  under  the  Act. 


No.  of  .Snmple. 

Articles. 

Numbers. 

Genuine. 

Adulterated. 

Extent  and  Form 
of  Adulteration. 

1 Acquitted.  1 

1 Convicted.  1 

Result  of 
Proceedings. 

Remarks. 

Fines. 

Costs. 

I 

Milk  . . 

102 

90 

1 

7'8  grains  of  boric 

acid  per  pint 

1 

lo/- 

1/19/6 

1 6 

I 

2'±°L  added  water 

I 

Dismissed 

6‘9  /o  ,,  ,,  and 

7 r> 

I 

Q'z  deficient  fat 

j 

1 o/- 

2/2/0 

5.3 

” 

, , 

I 

6-o°/o 

. . 

Warned 

S8 

I 

h‘^7o  >>  >1 

1 

I o/- 

0/ 1 T /n 

] 

8 6°/^ 

I 

67 

1 

2‘87o  added  water 

I 

Dismissed  on  pay- 

ment  of  costs 

68 

, , 

I 

397/0  ” ” 

, • 

1 

^*4 

1/9/6 

Same  Ven’r  as  67 

7 ^ 

I 

+’o°/o  deficient  fat 

Warned 

86 

, , 

I 

32‘4°/o  added  water 

I 

;^lo 

1/8/0 

or  1 month.  Ven- 

dor  went  to  prison 

88 

I 

40.6  grains  Boric 

Acid  per  gallon 

I 

2/6 

l/l 1/0 

I 1 ] 

” 

I 

6 6°/o  deficient  in  fat 

Warned 

50 

Lard 

I 0 

9 

I 

2 5‘o7o  foreign  fat 

I 

.. 

Defendant  all’ed 

£10  I os.  od.  costs 

81 

Butter  . . 

1 1 

9 

1 

89  o7o 

, . 

, , 

Informal  sample 

130 

if  • • 

I 

82-07^ 

• • 

Informal  sample 

92 

Gin 

4 

3 

I 

i-'87o 

under  standard 

. , 

. . 

Warned 

Cheese  . . 

4 

4 

• • • • • • 

Pepper 

3 

3 

Whisky  . . 

2 

2 

• • 

Totals  . . 

136 

1 20 

I 6 

4 

1 

6 |i5/i2/6 

9/1/0 

Note. — Of  the  total  number  of  136  samples  submitted  for 
analyses,  16,  or  11.7  per  cent.,  were  returned  as  adulterated.  The  2 
informal  samples  of  Butter,  Nos.  81 — 130,  were  samples  sold  by  an 
itinerant  vendor  of  Butter,  and  up  to  now  no  further  steps  can  be  taken, 
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as  he  cannot  be  found.  Sample  No.  86-  Milk — the  vendor  went  to 
prison  in  lieu  of  payment  of  the  fine.  Sample  No.  50,  Lard — when 
this  case  was  heard  by  the  Justices,  there  was  conflicting  evidence 
between  Mr.  Colwell  and  the  Analyst  who  was  called  by  the  defence. 
The  third  portion  of  the  sample  was  not  submitted  to  the  Government 
Analysts. 

Amount  of  Expenses  Incurred. 


Procuring  Boxes,  Bottles, 

Procuring  Samples. 

Printing,  Postage, 

Totals. 

Packing,  &c. 

£ s.  d. 

£ s.  d. 

£ s.  d. 

2 6 5 

CC 

10  4 6 

8 samples  of  Town  Water  were  also  sent  to  the  Analyst  for 
Chemical  Analysis. 

£ s.  d. 

Total  expenses  incurred  as  above  ...  ...  10  4 6 

Railway  Carriage  on  8 Water  Samples  ...  ...  9 4 

Analyst’s  Fee  on  144  Samples  ...  ...  ...11810  o 

£i2g  3 10 


HOUSES  LET  IN  LODGINGS. 

There  are  13  houses,  with  36  rooms,  on  the  Register.  30  visits 
of  inspection  have  been  made  to  them,  and  they  are  kept  in  a fairly 
good  sanitary  condition. 


COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES. 

The  Common  Lodging  Houses  on  the  register  number  5,  with 
121  beds,  3 being  houses  which  are  also  licensed  for  the  sale  of 
intoxicants. 

Numerous  visits  of  inspection  have  been  made  by  myself,  and  in 
company  with  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  and  no  fault  could  be 
found  with  the  manner  in  which  we  found  them  conducted. 

The  rooms  and  bedding,  etc.,  are  kept  in  a clean  condition,  and 
the  statutory  hmewashing  of  the  premises  being  observed. 

No  case  of  infectious  disease  was  found  among  the  inmates  of 
the  houses,  though  3 cases  of  phthisis  were  notified  of  persons  who  had 
gone  to  the  Union  from  these  houses.  The  new  licenced  house  in 
Tavistock  Place  is  an  excellent  house  for  the  purpose,  and  has  supplied 
a long  felt  want,  as  accommodation  of  a superior  kind  to  what  is  usual 
in  the  other  Common  Lodging  Houses  can  be  obtained. 


COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES. 
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FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOPS  ACT,  1901. 

The  Tables  in  the  report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  have  been 
compiled  from  the  Registers  which  are  kept  as  required  by  section  131.  At  the 
end  of  the  year  there  were  549  Factories,  Workshops,  Workplaces,  and  Domestic 
Workrooms  on  the  Register,  of  which  the  following  list  shows  the  different 
occupations. 


Occupation. 

Factories, 
etc.,  where 
Motive  Power 
is  used. 

Workshops. 

Domestic 

Workshops. 

Outworkers. 

Workplaces. 

Dressmakers,  Milliners, 
Mantle  Makers,  Costumers 
etc 

1 

80 

35 

8 

Tailors 

» • 

30 

42 

91 

Boot  and  Shoe  Repairs  . . 

I 

25 

29 

70 

a a 

Builders,  Carpenters,  and 
Cabinet  Makers 

7 

24 

3 

3 

Printers  

17 

, , 

a a 

• a 

a a 

Motor  and  Cycle  Repairs, 
etc 

6 

20 

1 

Marine  Stores 

. . 

a a 

a a 

3 

Painters  

. . 

I I 

. , 

a a 

. . 

Plumbers 

. . 

26 

a a 

2 

. . 

Upholsterers  

6 

3 

15 

Coach  Builders  and 

Wheelwrights 

I 

9 

Chaff  Cutters  

I 

• • 

2 

Sugar  Boilers  

> . 

i 

• • 

Cab  Yards  

. . 

. . 

1 1 

Laundries 

5 

3 

• • 

Watch  Makers 

. • 

7 

3 

• • 

Organ  Builders  

. . 

1 

• • 

Breweries 

6 

. . 

Shoeing  Smiths  

. . 

. . 

3 

Electro  Platers  

I 

I 

• • 

Wood  Turners 

2 

. . 

• • 

Bedding  Manufacturers.  . 

I 

. , 

• • 

Rope  Makers  

•* 

I 

Engineers  

H 

1 

• • 

Masons’  Yards 

. . 

I 

3 

Sale  Yards  

. . 

I 

Coal  Yards 

• . 

> > 

3 

Dyers  

I 

• • 

2 

• ' 

Gunsmiths  

. . 

2 

• • 

Aerated  Water 

Manufacturers  . . . . 

1 

a a 

Picture  Frame  Makers  . . 

. . 

I 

Millers  

2 

• • 

• • 

>9 


Factories  and  Workshops  Table  — Continued. 


Occup.ition. 

Facloiies, 
etc.,  where 
^[otive  Power 
is  used. 

Workshops. 

Domestic 

Workshops. 

Outworkers. 

Workplaces. 

Bottlers  

4 

Wood  Cutters 

3 

1 

I 

I 

Bat  Works  

; 

• . 

Engravers  

I 

Umbrella  Makers  

I 

Timber  Yards 

3 

. . 

Boat  Builders  

r 

I 

Saddlers  

* 

3 

I 

Bakehouses  

59 

. . 

Basket  Makers 

I 

Fish  Curing ... 

• • 

. . 

I 

China  Rivetting 

. . 

1 

2 

Photographers  

■ • 

1 

Totals .... 

74 

3'4 

' 25 

188 

36 

HOME  WORK. 


Occupiers  of  Factories  and  Workshops  are  compelled  to  keep  lists 
of  the  names  and  addresses  of  persons  employed  by  them,  to  execute 
work  at  their  own  homes,  and  to  forward  copies  of  such  lists  to  the 
Local  Authority  in  February  and  August  of  each  year.  Prescribed 
forms  of  lists  are  forwarded  to  the  various  tradespeople  who  employ 
persons,  so  there  is  no  excuse  for  the  non-delivery  of  the  lists. 

86  notices  were  served  on  occupiers  of  Factories  and  Workshops 
as  to  keeping  and  sending  of  lists. 

62  lists,  containing  the  names  of  188  persons,  have  been  received. 
These  lists  are  of  great  assistance,  as  when  a case  of  infectious  disease 
is  notified,  a glance  down  the  list  will  show  at  once  whether  any  home 
work  is  being  done  at  the  infected  house. 

Each  outworker’s  residence  was  visited,  and  in  4 cases  the  cleans- 
ing of  the  rooms  used  as  workrooms  was  ordered  and  carried  out.  In 
3 instances  cases  of  infectious  disease  occurred  in  the  houses,  and  the 
necessary  proceedings  were  at  once  taken  to  stop  further  spread  of 
infection. 
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BAKEHOUSES. 

There  are  59  Bakehouses  on  the  Register,  i less  than  last  year, 
none  of  which  come  under  the  definition  of  “ Underground  Bake- 
houses,” as  laid  down  by  Section  10 1. 

1 he  periodical  limewashing  has  been  carried  out,  and  no  cause  of 
complaint  was  discovered  in  the  many  visits  of  inspection  made  to 
them,  except  that  in  2 instances  no  abstract  of  the  Act  was  affixed  in 
the  premises. 


REPORTS  OF  H.M.  INSPECTOR  OF  FACTORIES. 

During  the  year  i notice  of  contravention  of  the  Act,  and  remedi- 
able under  the  Public  Health  Act,  viz.,  not  separate  w.c.  accommodation 
for  mixed  sexes,  was  received  from  H.M.  Inspector,  and  the  necessary 
action  taken  to  remedy  it.  In  addition  to  the  above,  14  notices  of 
occupation  of  workshops  were  received  from  him,  and  same  were 
entered  in  the  Register. 


In  conclusion,  Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen,  again  " beg  to  thank 
you  for  your  continued  valuable  support  in  the  ca  .y.ng  out  of  my 
duties,  and  for  your  kind  consideration  in  all  matters  I have  brought 
before  y^ou. 

To  the  Town  Clerk,  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  the  Borough 
Engineer,  the  Food  Inspector,  and  other  Officials,  I also  tender  my 
thanks  for  their  valuable  co-operation. 


I am, 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

Yours  faithfully, 

Alfred  Wallace  Merrie, 


Sanitary  Inspector. 


+ 
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Scarlet  Fever  Cases. 
Deaths  \mder  one  year. 
Deatlis  under  five  years. 
Deallis  from  Phtliisis. 


Approximate  Rental  in  districts  are  denoted  by  the  colours.  Blue. 

„ M Green. 

Red. 


/8  to  ^500. 

to  ^80. 
£iz  to  £30. 


BEDFORD  WATER  SUPPLY.  WEEKLY  BACTERIOLOGICAL  ANALYSES  FROM  JANUARY,  1912,  TO  DECEMBER,  1912. 


RISING  MAIN. 

No. 

6 SPRINKLING  FILTER. 

No.  ■ 

y SPRINKLING  FILTER. 

OLD 

RECTANGULAR  FILTERS. 

SERVICE 

RESERVOIR. 

[ Date. 

Gelatine 

Ag.u. 

McConkey's 

Test. 

Gelatine. 

Agai. 

Me 

Jonkey’ 

Test. 

Gelatine 

Agai. 

Mc( 

‘'onkey’ 

Test, 

Gelatine 

Agar, 

McConkey's  Test. 

jelaline. 

Agar. 

McConkey’s  I'est. 

; 19U. 

1 c.c. 

1 c.c. 

100  c.c 

10  c.c 

1 c.c. 

‘1  c.c. 

'01  c.c 

1 c.c. 

1 c.c. 

100  C.C 

10  c.c 

1 c.c. 

•1  c.c. 

•01  c.c. 

1 c.c. 

1 c.c. 

100  c.c 

10  c.c 

1 c.c 

■1  c.c 

•01  c.c 

1 c.c. 

1 c.c. 

100  c.c. 

10  c.c 

1 c.c. 

•1  c.c. 

•01  c.c 

1 c.c. 

1 c.c. 

lUUc.c 

10  c.c 

1 c.c. 

■1  c.c 

.01  c.c. 

f Ian.  6| 

47 « 

2 5 

+ 

+ 

+ 

1 

0 

0 

0 

3 

1 

7 

2 

. 13 

200 

5 

+ 

+ 

+ 

4 

■‘7 

0 

I 

n 

I 

18 

I 

„ ..  -O 

Liq 

6 

+ 

+ 

+ 

2 

0 

0 

0 

7 

0 

+ 

^4 

I 

2- 

Liq 

43 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

S 

0 

1 

1 

6 

2 

+ 

5 

6 

^ Feb.  1 

Liq 

>5 

+ 

+ 

+ 

1 

0 

1 

0 

5 

2 

5 

0 

„ ..  10 

Liq 

34 

+ 

+ 

+ 

I 

0 

1 

0 

198 

I 

23 

1 

. ..  17 

S 

S 

10 

0 

I 

] 

7 

P'ilm 

1 

I 

2 + 

Liq 

Film 

+ 

+ 

+ 

2 

3 

3 

I 

S 

5 

2 

3 

Mar.  2 

319 

21 

+ 

+ 

+ 

3 

2 

3 

2 

3 

I 

(+) 

15 

0 

9 

1097 

13 

+ 

2 

2 

2 

0 

6 

I 

+ 

7 

I 

161 

28 

2 

+ 

7 

2 

2 

1 

33 

0 

10 

I 

»>  -5 

Liq 

25 

+ 

+ 

+ 

1 

2 

0 

1 

8 

0 

2 

I 

: - 30I 

502 

>3 

+ 

+ 

2 

3 

3 

1 

4 

0 

13 

4 

April  13 

98 

3 

9 

I 

6 

1 

2 I 

2 

3b 

20i 

iiS 

3 

+ 

I 

2 

0 

J 

53 

0 

33 

..  27 

9 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

4 

I 

3 

0 

1 Mav  4 

Sg 

J3 

+ 

+ 

I 

I 

0 

1 

9 

0 

2 

2 

1 1 

82 

Film 

+ 

1 

Film 

I 

0 

3 

I 

2 

0 

! „ .sj 

I So 

4 

(+) 

+ 

0 

1 

3 

0 

4 

0 

5 

25* 

2 

+ 

+ 

0 

I 

0 

0 

0 

0 

4 

I June  1 

224 

2 

+ 

+ 

9 

0 

3 

I 

14 

0 

'5 

2 

■■ 

Liq 

J9 

+ 

(+) 

3 

0 

2 

1 

10 

0 

23 

(+) 

>•  ^5 

47 

20 

3 

I 

3 

4 

1 

Liq 

J ,,  22  . 

88 

2 

2 

0 

.S 

2 

5 

3 

7 

0 

I 2g|; 

296 

9 

+ 

+ 

2 

0 

S 

0 

6 

0 

14 

(+) 

1 July  (> 

28 

2 

+ 

3 

0 

2 

6 

3 

2 

+ 

8 

0 

(+) 

1 „ 13-! 

1 18 

iS 

(+) 

0 

Film 

1 

0 

I 2 

2 

+ 

9 

0 

i ..  20I 

47 

1 

(+) 

5 

3 

5 

0 

8 

3 

+ 

(+) 

9 

0 

i «•  27I; 

172 

Film 

+ 

4- 

5 

0 

1 1 

0 

18 

0 

-j- 

2 1 

0 

(+) 

1 Aug.  3 

9 

3 

+ 

(+) 

6 

0 

3' 

h ilm 

+ 

Ru 

nning 

0 wast 

J. 

'5 

I 

(+) 

*4 

0 

+ 

‘ loj' 

131 

15 

+ 

(+) 

(+ 

1 

2 

I { 

Film 

+ 

(+): 

lunnir 

g to  w 

iste. 

15 

1 

2 1 

I 

17 

5 

0 

+ 

4 

0 

4 

0 

8 

0 

4 

2 

1 ..  24 

2150 

12 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

4 

0 

5 

2 

2 1 

2 . 

+ 

28 

2 

+ 

(+) 

• • 3*1 

75 

hilm 

+ 

+ 

0 

0 

I 

0 

16 

0 

7 

0 

1 Sept.  71 

552 

Film 

+ 

+ 

+ 

1 

0 

I 

0 

9 

0 

7 

2 

••  >4, 

4 

3 

+ 

4 

0 

2 

0 

10 

3 

+ 

+ 

2 

0 

+ 

1 » 2 1 > 

lOI 

2 

+ 

+ 

2 

0 

3 

0 

6 

I 

8 

I 

28| 

15 

0 

+ 

28 

I 

E 

unninj 

to  wa 

ste. 

1 

0 

3 

I 

(+) 

1 2 

I 

(+) 

Oct.  5 

266 

4 

+ 

+ 

+ 

0 

0 

+ 

1 

I 

10 

Film 

10 

I 

.»  1 2 

9 

I 

+ 

+ 

I 

0 

2 

0 

5 

2 

12 

2 

+ 

11  ■’ 

33 

Film 

+ 

+ 

0 

2 

0 

0 

2 

I 

29 

I 

i,  .1  261 

14 

I 

+ 

3 

I 

2 

0 

2 

0 

5 

Film 

ij  Nov.  2! 

Liq 

2 1 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

'9 

2 

9 

4 

+ 

Liq 

3 

+ 

+ 

Liq 

I 

+ 

+ 

J ” 9| 

32 

9 

+ 

1 

i 

I 

0 

1 1 

I 

10 

0 

•>  1^1 

392 

4 

+ 

+ 

(+: 

2 

0 

+ 

2 

I 

12 

0 

15 

3 

1;  ••  23' 

272 

6 

+ 

(+) 

3 

0 

0 

0 

1 1 

6 

10 

0 

..  30|. 

Liq 

18 

+ 

+ 

+ 

5 

1 

10 

I 

+ 

13 

0 

+ 

«4 

2 

Dec.  7: 

294 

7 

+ 

+ 

2 

I 

+ 

3 

0 

+ 

9 

Film 

+ 

10 

I 

+ 

14; 

1086 

7 

+ 

+ 
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Denotes  a presumptive  presence  of  Bacillus  Coli,  indicated  by  formation  of  Gas  and  Acid.  Tlie  Numerals  denote  the  number  of  Colonies  developed.  F-  B.  ^^’ILLMER  PHILLIPS,  Medical  Officer  of  Healih, 

(+)  Denotes  same  reaction  in  only  a slight  degree.  On  Gelatine  at  20®  C.  in  100  hours.  The  Laboralory,  Town  Hall,  Bedford.  .April  iWi,  1913. 

On  Agar  at  37°  C.  in  48  hours. 
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